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A NEW MINISTER ADDED; PORTFOLIOS RE-ARRANGED; EXECUTIVE MEMBERS GIVEN 
A SHORTER REIN; FULL MEMBERSHIP TAKES CONTROL OF POLICY-FORMING 


Referendum Bill on again 


THE BILL TO ALLOW ELECTORS OR THE ASSEMBLY TO CALL A REFERENDUM ON 
ANY PUBLIC MATTER IS PUT BACK ON THE TABLE FOR DEBATE AND VOTING 


Move to control airport 


NORFOLK NEEDS THE RIGHT TO REGULATE TOURISM, TRANSIT PASSENGERS, 
AIRLINE SCHEDULES AND AIRCRAFT TYPES, ASSEMBLY SAYS - REPORT ASKED 


The Tricky Anti-Norfolk 
Maneuvre at Port Moresby 


NORFOLK VOTED OUT OF THE SOUTH PACIFIC CONFERENCE - BUT AUSTRALIA 
PREVENTED THE DELEGATES FROM KNOWING WHAT THEY WERE VOTING ON 


New Building Code 


BUILDING BOARD WILL USE FULL RANGE OF NSW CODES AS "REFERENCE" IN 


DEALING WITH OUT-OF-THE-ORDINARY PLANS: HOW IT WILL WORK 


plus: 


OMMONWEALTH WON'T PAY FOR ITS PENSIONERS' MEDICAL COSTS HERE.. . REPORT 
N THE FISH TAKEN FROM NORFOLK'S 200-MILE ZONE. . . MIRACLE OF NATURE ON 
PHILIP ISLAND. . . EDITORIALS, PAGE 15. . . "SAVE THE TOURIST INDUSTRY FROM 
ITSELF", SAYS CONSERVATION SOCIETY.. . NEWS OF PEOPLE FROM "SUSIE".. . LONG 
INTERVIEW WITH ADMINISTRATOR W. P. COLEMAN... NORFOLK’S NEW BOUNTY 
FOLK MUSEUM. . . GOOD RECIPES FROM HELEN PAYNE 
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NOTICE TO NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS 

-subscribers and advertisers 


A major documentary film about the 
descendants of the "Bounty mutiny, on 
Pitcairn and Norfolk, is being made by 
FHm Australia, with co-sponsorship by 
the New Zealand Government and an 
Australian television network. 

I have accepted an engagement to 
help write the script and to be the film’s 
narrator, and will have to be on Pitcairn 
from mid-December until late January. 
Unfortunately this means that the News 
will have to suspend publication for 
two months, with the next issue being 
mailed out late in February. Subscrip¬ 
tions will of course be extended two 
months. 

sorry about this disruption, but 

be ieve the film will have long-lasting 
value for Norfolk, and feel , have some 
obligation to help it if j Can . 

Apologies - and best wishes for Christ¬ 
mas and for the new year. 
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COME LOOK US UP FOR SOME OF THE 
BEST AND CHEAPEST SHOPPING ON NORFOLK 

AND THE LARGEST RANGE OF JEWELLERY ON THE ISLAND 

Duncan's ~ 

JEWELLERS 


We are hard to find because we're back in behind 
other shops along Taylor's Road. It's worth look¬ 
ing for us because we have l t 000s of items at old- 
fashioned prices that you'll want to compare with 
those elsewhere. 

Our shop is also nice just to visit because it is 
a handsome pine cottage, in a garden setting next 


to the ruins of the old Norfolk bakery. The furnish¬ 
ings are made from massive, rough chunks of Nor¬ 
folk Pine. 

Our entry drive is across Taylor's Road from 
Four Corners shop. If you get lost, ask anybody 
where we are. It is only a few minutes' walk up 
the road from the Post Office and Tourist Bureau. 


WE ACCEPT Bankcard ■ Diner’s - American Express - Visa 



RUBIES 

SAPPHIRES 

STAR SAPPHIRES 

GARNET 

OPA LS 

AMETHYST 

AQUAMARINE 

EMERA LDS 

PEARLS 

CITRINE 

CUBIC ZIRCONIA 

GREEN AGATE 

IVORY 

PERIDOT 

TOURMALING 

CORA L 

JADE 



SHELL 


SILVER + 

GOLD + DIAMONDS 



REALLY NICE BUT CHEAP GIFTS THAT PEOPLE BACK HOME WILL APPRECIATE 


OPEN WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS ! WHEN MOST SHOPS ON NORFOLK ARE CLOSED 

TRADING HOURS: 8.30 - 5.30 EVERY WEEKDAY - NO LUNCH BREAKS - WEEKENDS FROM 8.30 - 12.30 
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ASSEMBLY’S 

THE LEGISLATIVE Assembly decided 
on November 5th to increase the num¬ 
ber of Ministers from two to three; to 
limit all Ministers* executive powers 
to carrying out policies decided by 
the full membership of the Assembly; 
and to begin covering seven major 
areas of government that haven*t been 
assigned to anyone in particular until 
now. 

The executive portfolios have been 
re-arranged to give Chief Minister 
David Buffett responsibility for most 
administrative matters, while Depu¬ 
ty Chief Minister Bill Blucher over¬ 
sees most "community and people" 
matters, and a new Minister for Plan¬ 
ning and Resources, Duncan McIntyre, 
concentrates on tourism and on long¬ 
term plans for the future. Mr. Buffett 
remains the leader of the government. 

The seven major new areas to 
be covered are - 

■ Foreign Affairs and Defence, 
assigned to Mr. Buffett. 

■ Industrial Relations and 
Industrial Safety, assigned to 
Mr. Blucher. 

■ Long-Range Financial 
Planning; Environment Protection; 

Energy and Resources including 
the 200 mile economic zone; 

Sea and Air Transport; and Over¬ 
seas Communications Planning, 
all assigned to Mr. McIntyre. 

Except for long-range financial 
planning, all of the seven new areas 
are matters in which the Assembly 
has not yet been given any exec¬ 
utive authority by Australia. But 
the Assembly has the responsib¬ 
ility for advising Australia on all 
of them, and has the authority to 
introduce legislation on all of 
them - subject to the assent of 
Australia's Governor General. 

All of the 47 matters on which 
the Assembly does have executive 
authority have been parcelled 
out among the three executive mem¬ 
bers. 

The "advisory portfolios" assigned 
to ordinary Assembly members during 
the past 15 months have been dis¬ 
continued. The MLAs found that 
the system gave "assisting Memb¬ 
ers" no real authority, and created 
some confusion among residents 
who were uncertain who was really 
in charge of what. 

Residents will be able to talk 
with any MLA about any govern¬ 
mental matter at all - but if they 
want to go straight to the top, will 
be able to write, ring or go see the 
man with the authority to say yes 


POWER IS SHARED OUT 


or no: Mr. Buffett, Mr. Blucher 
or Mr. McIntyre, depending on 
the problem. 



hon. d. jo McIntyre 

In handling their areas of executive 
authority, the three Ministers will 
be limited to taking actions which 
are in line with clearly-established 
policies. These policies wil 1 be 
able to be set only by vote of the 
full Assembly membership, with the 
Ministers having no policy-forming 
authority other than their normal 
one vote each. 

In addition to the public monthly 
meetings of the Assembly, the full 
membership usually meets once or 
twice a month as a "General Comm¬ 
ittee". To recognise the over¬ 
riding authority of the full group, it 
has been re-named the Policy 
Committee. 

If any of the three Ministers gets 
involved in a situation in which 
government policy is not clearly 
laid down, he will be required to 
hold off making any decision until 
the full Assembly has met, in open 
session or as the Policy Committee, 
and voted on what the policy is to 
be. 

The new arrangement makes it clear 
that the most important powers of the 
Assembly are now equally shared by 
all nine members. These powers are - 

■ establishing the government poli¬ 
cies that the Ministers must follow. 

■ introducing proposed laws or reso¬ 
lutions. 

■ debating any subject in the House 
(the Chief Minister and Deputy Chief 
Minister are actually at a disadvan¬ 
tage in this whenever they are presid¬ 
ing, and expected to be impartial). 

■ placing matters on the agenda. 

■ passing, amending, or voting 
down proposed laws or resolutions. 

Non-Executive MLAs will hold 
the Assembly seats on a range of 
Community Boards, including the 
Immigration Review Board, Social 


Welfare Board, 'Building Board, 
Electricity Board and Tourist Board. 
Such Boards exist to sift information, 
increase community involvement, 
and make recommendations to 
the particular Executive Member. 

The Executive Member will not 
sit on such Boards, because he 
would then be in a situation of ad¬ 
vising himself. 

The Executive assignments approv¬ 
ed by the Assembly are now: 

CHIEF MINISTER: Leader of the 
government; public finance other 
than long-range financial planning, 
revenue raising including public 
works and visitors fee*, revenue 
services including Post Office, 
philatelic, liquor bond and Customs; 
foreign affairs and defence; courts; 
deceased persons* estates; police 
and law enforcement; immigration; 
municipal and regulatory matters; 
building; all registries; primary 
production; stock, agriculture and 
quarantine; forestry. 

(Formerly in the Chief Min¬ 
ister's authority, but now assigned 
to one of the other two Ministers, are 
commerce; tourism; law reform; 
social welfare; education; youth 
activities^ public utilities includ¬ 
ing electricity and telephones; 
cultural and traditions preservation; 
long-term financial planning.) 

DEPUTY CHIEF MINISTER: 
Education; health; social welfare; 
works including roads, drainage, 
cemetery and restoration work; 
quarrying; coastline; lighterage; 
industrial relations and safety; 
fire prevention; gases and hydrocar¬ 
bon fuels; telephone and elect¬ 
ricity; culture and traditions; 
museums; radio and TV; library; 
public halls; recreation areas and 
sport; youth activities. 

(Formerly in the Deputy Chief 
Minister’s authority, but now 
assigned to one of the other two 
Ministers, are municipal and reg¬ 
ulatory matters; water supply plann¬ 
ing; fishing; primary production; 
stock, agriculture and quarantine; 
forestry; land registry; land planning.) 

MINISTER FOR RESOURCES AND 
PLANNING: Land use planning and 
subdivision; long-range financial 
planning; environment protection, 
energy and resources including the 
200-mile economic zone; fishing; 
tourism; sea. and air transport; 
overseas communications planning; 
law reform; water, sewerage and 
drainage planning; disposal of gar¬ 
bage and trade wastes planning. 
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The car for the ’80s 



Mazda323. 


The Mazda 323 was conceived and developed to 
meet the stringent demands in a decade of new 
realities. Clearly the car is positioned for the largest 
segment of the motoring public. It offers a new 
dimension in value, with few of the concessions often 
associated with small cars. 

Our design objective was to create a universal car, 
combining engineering sophistication and refinements, 
innovative ideas, outstanding performance and 
economy, reliability and superb comfort. 

The Mazda 323 is the fruit of our technology, 

The Mazda 323’s performance can best be 
summarized by Yoshimi Katayama. ‘This car has 
been beautifully developed almost to perfection. 
My satisfaction and hearty approval of this car 
is perhaps equal to, or even greater than my 


crisp and taut, conveying the image of functionalism 
and imparting an air of distinctive individuality that 
is all Mazda 

The Mazda 323 is significant in that it is the first 
volume production front-wheel-drive car from Toyo 
Kogyo. It is the spearhead of a new generation of 
FWD cars. We have expanded on the FWD’s many 
virtues, while eliminating its few shortcomings. The 
Mazda 323 is a brand-new car from the ground up, 
from stem to stern, yet its quality and reliability are 
traditional, like all Mazda products. 

favorite car, the RX7.” 

Mr. Katayama, by the way, 
won the class and finished 5th overall in the 
1979 Daytona 24 Hour Endurance Race for 
Sports Cars and GTs in an RX7. 


COMING SOON TO 

FITZPATRICK’S 



SHOULD SOME QUESTIONS BE TABU ? 

Referendum 

THE REFERENDUM Bill 1980 will 
be debated and put to a vote at the 
December 3rd meeting of the Leg¬ 
islative Assembly. 

It was introduced last May, and 
a month later was deferred for 
consideration by a committee 
including all Assembly members. 

At the November meeting Kevin 
Williams moved that the committee 
be recalled, and the bill brought 
into the House for action. His 
proposal was supported by all mem¬ 
bers but Duncan Mein tyre, who 
thought the issue should lie dormant 
a while longer. 

The bill was introduced shortly 
after the Australian Government 
had prohibited a referendum on 
whether a new Assembly election 
should be held. The banned ref¬ 
erendum had been petitioned for 
by more than a third of the electors, 
but the Commonwealth said electors 
do not have the right to call a ref - 
erendum on matters related to the 
Assembly’s constitution. 

If passed into law, the new bill 
would give one-third of the electors - 
or the Assembly - the right to 
require a referendum on any sub- 


Debate Dec 3 

ject at all involving Norfolk's 
peace, order or good government. 

Past Assembly voting patterns 
indicate that the issue will divide 
the Assembly, and the outcome is 
uncertain. The move to put it into 
committee five months ago was des¬ 
igned to cool down a series of clashes 
in the Assembly’s early life, by 
postponing a collision between two 
factions. 

Supporters of the bill say that Norfo¬ 
lk's small size makes referendums a 
quick, inexpensive and reliable way 
to find out what the majority of 
electors want, and that the people 
ought to have an orderly, formal 
procedure for expressing an opinion 
on any subject they feel strongly 
about. 

Opposition to the bill is based on 
the argument that the electors have 
their say once every three years 
when they elect Assembly members, 
and that in between elections the 
Assembly should govern, without 
being interfered with. 

The two views are as hard and diff¬ 
erent as flint and steel, and sparks 
may fly when they collide on Decem¬ 
ber 3rd. 


L.A. Asks for Jet Controls 


AIRPORT CONTROLS to protect the 
Island’s environment and economy 
should be in effect before Australia 
starts upgrading the Norfolk run¬ 
ways to medium jet standard, the 
Legislative Assembly decided at its 
November meeting. 

Chief Minister David Buffett was 
asked to talk with Commonwealth 
authorities and let the House know 
in December when they wanted the 
negotiations to start. 

The resolution passed by the Assem¬ 
bly read - 

"1. The Assembly expresses 
its appreciation to - 

- die Commonwealth Govern¬ 
ment, for its willingness to meet 
the costs of upgrading the Norfolk 
Island Airport to medium jet 
standards, and to 

- the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Public Works, for 
its recommendation that this 
expenditure should be conditional 
on the establishment of effective 


controls to preserve Norfolk Is¬ 
land's environment and economy; 
and to 

- the Members of the Australian 
Parliament, which voted to accept 
the Public Works Committee's 
recommendations, including the 
condition just mentioned; 

”2. In accordance with the 
wording of the Public Works 
Committee's Report, and the 
adoption of that Report by the 
Parliament, this Assembly asks 
that co-operative negotiations be 
commenced as soon as possible 
between the Australian Govern¬ 
ment and the Norfolk Island 
Government, leading to the 
establishment of firm and correct 
procedures under which the Leg¬ 
islative Assembly will be able to 
preserve Norfolk Island's environ¬ 
ment and economy through the 
Assembly’s control of the follow¬ 
ing four matters - 

(a) T ourism 

(b) Transit air passengers 

(c) Airline schedules 


(d) Types of aircraft 
M 3. The Assembly resolves that 
the Chief Minister should - 

- promptly convey the text of 
this resolution to the Australian 
Government, 

- ascertain from the Australian 
Government its support for this 
resolution and its proposed time¬ 
table for the negotiations that 
are necessary, and 

- report to the House at its 
next meeting on the Australian 
Government's reply, and on die 
Chief Minister's degree of assurance 
that the controls specified can be 

in effect before the construction 
work of the airport upgrading 
begins." 


C’WTH WON’T 
RAY MEDICAL 

AFTER MORE than a year of neg¬ 
otiations with the Australian Gov¬ 
ernment, the Assembly was inform¬ 
ed last month that the Commonwealth 
is not willing to pay for medical 
care costs of Australian aged 
pensioners living on Norfolk. 

Many of them have been receiv¬ 
ing the medical benefit, at the 
request of Australian authorities, 
but no Commonwealth payments 
to repay die Island's expense have 
been received since mid-1979. 

The Assembly voted unanimous¬ 
ly to make an immediate exam¬ 
ination of the possibility of setting 
up a Norfolk-subsidised medical 
insurance cover for any resident 
who was unable to get Southern 
Cross membership. 

According to the 1978 Norfolk 
census figures, 127 residents were 
drawing some form of Australian 
pension and social security bene¬ 
fits. The majority of these were on 
repatriation service pensions, 
which do include Commonwealth- 
paid medical care. But many of 
the 22 residents who were drawing 
Australi an age pensions are thought 
to be over the age for becoming 
members of the Southern Cross 
scheme. 

It is understood that those who 
have been receiving free medical 
care will continue to get it temp¬ 
orarily, until the situation has 
been assessed and new arrangements 
made to prevent hardship. 

The Assembly is to receive a 
report and recommendations on 
December 3rd from Deputy Chief 
Minister Bill Blucher, in his cap¬ 
acity as Minister for Health and 
Social Services. 
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Purchase your Sanyo products 

from Sanyo authorised dealers 

Burns Philp Stores 

ABC Hobby Centre 
Barrett’s Milton’s Prentice’s 

and be sure of your warranty certificate 

and local/overseas after-sales service 


*59.90 



FT 210A/F/H/K/M 
Radio/Cassette Car Stereos 


M 2438F/H Radio/Cassette with 2-Way 
Speaker System 




RP2805 2-Band Portable Radio 


M4100K 4-Band Stereo Radio/Cassette 
Recorder with LED Stereo Lamp 















BACKGROUND DETAILS ON CANBERRA'S EXTRAORDINARY METHOD OF CORRECTING "AN ERROR 


Protest at Australia’s Conference "Hick 


CONTROVERSY about Norfolk 
Island's right to take part in the 
annual South Pacific Conference 
put Norfolk into the news late in 
October. 

Through a series of behind-scenes 
moves, Australia arranged to have 
the Conference meeting at Port 
Moresby adopt a list of countries 
and territories entitled to attend - 
with Norfolk missing from the list. 
Delegates were unaware that the 
move was aimed at excluding Nor¬ 
folk from the Conference in the 
future. 

Chief Minister David Buffett, 
attending as an " adviser" to the 
Australian delegation, tried to 
speak up about what was being done, 
but the head of the delegation. 
Senator Simm, ordered him to 
keep silent. 

Mr. Buffett later protested about 
Australia's "appalling and unjust" 
treatment of Norfolk, but the vote 
had already been taken, and he 
was limited to circulating a letter 
of objection to the delegates, 
talking to reporters covering the 
Conference, and sending an angry 
cable to Minister R.J. Ellicott. 

At its meeting two weeks later the 
Legislative Assembly voted unanim¬ 
ously to endorse Mr. Buffett's 
actions at Port Moresby, and con¬ 
firmed its wish that the Island should 
retain its Conference seat. The 
resolution asked Australia to ex¬ 
plain the reasons for its action. 


Legal aspects of the situation are 
being examined, and it seems 
possible that Australia's under-handed 
attempt to dump Norfolk may have 
had ro real effect. The Island may 
still have full rights to send its own 
representative and alternates to the 
Conference, as it has had since 1974. 

At the heart of the controversy 
about Norfolk's right to a seat at 
the Conference is the basic i ssue of 
the Island's future -- does Australia 
own Norfolk, to govern and use 
any way it likes, or do the people 
of the Island have some right to 
decide how they should be governed 
and how local resources should be 
used? 

The relatively small number of 
residents who want Norfolk to bec¬ 
ome fully Australianised will be 
inclined to brush off any concern 
about the Island's seat at the South 
Pacific Conference, and to attack 
any moves to retain the seat as 
being "anti-Australian". 

Residents who want Norfolk to 
maintain its own identity rather 
than becoming fully Australianised 
will be inclined to support the 
Assembly's vote to retain the Con¬ 
ference seat. 

On the surface, participation in 
the Conference and other South 
Pacific Commission activities 
would mean that Norfolk would 
have access to a range of very 
useful - but not essential - inf¬ 
ormation and contacts. 


In health matters, for example, 
Australia has prohibited Norfolk's 
dentist from taking part in South 
Pacific Commission seminars on 
dental care problems in the island: 
and has prevented the Assembly in 
asking for the advice and experien 
of Commission experts in the field 
of providing suitable water supply 
and sewerage systems for islands. 
People on Norfolk have occasional 
sought information and suggest¬ 
ions from the Commission's staff, 
and have been given friendly co¬ 
operation, but such contacts have 
always had to be somewhat furtive 
because of Australia's objections. 

The Commission was created in 
1947 by an agreement signed by 
Australia, France, the Netherlands 
(since withdrawn). New Zealand, 
the United Kingdom and the Unite 
States. The agreement gave their 
reason for setting up the Comm¬ 
ission, which was that they desirec 
"to encourage and strengthen 
international co-operation in 
promoting the economic and socia 
welfare and advancement of the 
peoples of the non-self-governing 
territories in the South Pacific 
region administered by them". 

The agreement, signed in Can¬ 
berra and since called "the Can¬ 
berra agreement", specified the 
territorial scope of the Commissior 
as including "all those territories 

(continued on page 10) 


TEXT OF CABLE 


CABLE 

THE MINISTER FOR HOME AFFAIRS 
PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
CANBERRA, A 0 C.T. 

NORFOLK ISLAND 

1 am at present attending 20th 
South Pacific Conference Port 
Moresby. At Conference Australia 
promoted and moved adoption of 
revised rules of procedure for 
conference. Such revised rules 
provide for additions and deletions 
to the list of participating 
governments and territories. 
Additions were detailed in working 
papers and public statements at 
the conference. 

The deletion was Norfolk Island 
to which I have already lodged with 
you a strong protest. Australia's 
conduct at the conference on this 


matter was extremely unfair in 
that Norfolk Island’s deletion was 
without any detailing in accomp¬ 
anying working papers, without 
any public statement that this was 
in fact the effect of a part of the 
revised rules. 

I was refused by the leader of the 
Australian delegation to speak to 
the conference to explain the 
revision's effect upon Norfolk Island. 

Norfolk Island's expression of 
concern at being excluded was 
suppressed. 

I must protest to you in the strong¬ 
est terms that Norfolk Island has 
been treated in such a manner and 
that it has been forced out of 
South Pacific Conference particip¬ 
ation as provided in previous rules 
of procedure. 

David Buffett 
Chief Minister. 


Assembly 
Vote Nov. 5s 

"This Assembly: 

"(a) Regrets the action of the 
Australian Government at the 20th 
South Pacific Conference, concern 
ing the capacity for separate rep¬ 
resentation previously afforded to 
Norfolk Island; 

"(b) Requests the Chief Minister 
to formally ask the Australian 
Government for the reasons for 
its action; 

"(c) Confirms that Norfolk Island 
seeks to retain a seat at the South 
Pacific Conference; 

"(d) Endorses the action taken 
during the 20th South Pacific 
Conference, to make the views of 
the Norfolk Island Government 
known to other participants in 
the Conference. " 
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in the Pacific Ocean which are 
administered by the participating 
Governments** which were south 
of the Equator and east of Papua 
New Guinea, and also Guam and 
the U.S. Trust Territory of the 
Pacific. 

Norfolk was included from the 
start, being a non-self-governing 
territory administered by Aust¬ 
ralia, in the Commission's def¬ 
ined area. Maps of the Commission 
region showed Norfolk included, 
and.Norfolk’s name is included 
with those of the other SPC territ¬ 
ories on the wall at the Commission 
headquarters in Noumea, The 
three other Pacific territories ad¬ 
ministered by Australia were also 
included - Papua, New Guinea 
and Nauru. 

The Canberra Agreement prov¬ 
ided for the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence to be held from time to 
time. The purpose of the Confer¬ 
ence, the agreement said, was to 
allow "representatives of the local 
inhabitants of the territories with¬ 
in the scope of the Commission" 
to be associated with the Comm¬ 
ission's work. Delegates to the 
Conference were to be appointed 
for "each territory which is within 
the scope of the Commission and 
which is designated for this purpose 
by the Commission." 

Norfolk was never "designated" 
by the Commission as being allowed 
to send its own representatives to 
the Conference, but in 1974 the 
Canberra Agreement provisions 
were changed by a Memorandum of 
Understanding formally signed on 
behalf of all the participating 
Governments at Rarotonga, Cook 
Islands. The Memorandum of 
Understanding said that, among 
other things, in the future "Each 
Government and each Territorial 
Administration will have the 
right to send to the Conference a 
Representative and alternates each 
of whom will have the right to 
speak." 

That meant Norfolk no longer had 
to be "designated". \ letter from 
the Commission, tabled as evidence 
to the Nimmo Royal Commission 
said "Norfolk Island has been 
entitled to direct representation at 
the South Pacific Commission 
since the Signing in Rarotonga, 

Cook Islands, on 2 October 1974 
of a Memorandum of Understand¬ 
ing... " 

The Rules of Procedure for the 
South Pacific Conference were, 
according to the Caiiberra Agree¬ 
ment, to be laid down by the 


Commission. The Rarotonga 
Memorandum of Understanding 
changed this in 1974 saying that 
"Rules of procedure consistent with 
the provisions of this Memorandum 
will be adopted by the Conference. " 

Last month's attempt by Aust¬ 
ralia to take away Norfolk's seat 
was centred on Rules of Proced¬ 
ure. The Rules adopted by the 
Conference listed the countries and 
territories entitled to attend, and 
Norfolk's name was not in the list. 

Did that end Norf olk's right to a seat? 
Obviously not, because Norfolk's 
right came from the Rarotonga Mem¬ 
orandum of Understanding in 1974, 
and the Conference has no power to 
make Rules of Procedure that are 
inconsistent with that Memorandum. 

It seems possible that Australia 
arranged for the change in the Rules 
of Procedure simply to bring them 
into line with some other change 
which Australia claimed had occurred- 
some other "fact" that meant Nor¬ 
folk was not entitled to a seat. 

Mr. Colin MacDonald, Austral¬ 
ia's Representative on the South 
Pacific Commission and the Foreign 
Affairs Department's principal 
officer on South Pacific matters, 
gave some possible clues when he 
addressed the Legislative Assembly 
on Norfolk last March. 

He said Norfolk had been included 
in the South Pacific Commission's 
area "by mistake", and that Nor¬ 
folk wasn't in the area at all. He 
did not say what "the mistake" 
had been. Mistake or not, the 
Canberra Agreement includes all 
territories "south of the Equator 
and east of Papua New Guinea", and 
that’s what Australia agreed to in 
its solemn covenant with five other 
sovereign nations in 1947. 

Mr. McDonald, asked why Norfolk 
is shown as being included in maps 
of the Commission's area, gave a 
remarkable answer. "It's a good 
question, and it puts me on my 
back foot, " he said. "The answer is, 
we don't really know. Someone 
just suddenly produced the map with 
that panhandle on it..." 

His associate at the meeting, Mr 
Hugh Wyndham of the Department, 
corrected Mr. McDonald. "Norfolk 
Island has always been within the 
area of the South Pacific Commission, 
from 1947, " he said. 

"But being within the area is not 
sufficient to justify a seat, a separate 
seat, at the South Pacific Confer¬ 
ence, " Mr. Wyndham went on. 

"That’s governed by a separate 
article of the Canberra Agreement 
which relates to participation in the 
Conference, which Mr. McDonald 


quoted, but which basically says 
that participation in the Conference 
will be those countries that are 
parties to the Canberra Agreement, 
plus territories within the area that 
are designated for that purpose by 
the Commission.. That was done 
at an early date in the life of the 
Commission, and it hasn't essent¬ 
ially been revised since. " 

Mr. Wyndham apparently had for¬ 
gotten that the Rarotonga Memoran- 
dun of Understanding in 1974 in fact 
had essentially revised the rules of 
participation, giving Norfolk a seat. 

Mr. McDonald said that ".. the 
last time the Conference adopted 
rules of procedure, it provided 
for Norfolk Island to be listed as 
a territory which could partic¬ 
ipate. 

"To be quite honest, that was 
an error. But we haven't sought 
to change it 

"The rules of procedure can be 
changed, just by a vote of Con¬ 
ference, " he said. 

Mr. MacDonald had apparently 
forgotten that the Rarotonga Memo¬ 
randum, which gave Norfolk a seat, 
cannot be modified by "just a vote 
of Conference". 

If Norfolk is in the Commission’s 
area, and is a territory administered 
by Australia, how could it not 
be entitled to a Conference seat? 
Only one possibility seems left, 
Norfolk would not be entitled to 
a seat if it were no longer a non- 
self-governing territory. 

Mr. McDonald, to the Assembly 
March 18th, 1980: "We regard 
you as virtually self-governing 
now." 

Unfortunately that view is undone 
by the first substantial words of 
the Norfolk Island Act 1979, which 
say, "There shall be an Administra¬ 
tor of the Territory, who shall ad¬ 
minister the government of the Ter¬ 
ritory as a Territory under the auth¬ 
ority of the Commonwealth. " The 
Act does nothing to invalidate the 
straightforward analysis of Norfolk's 
situation made by Minister R. J. Elli- 
cott in March, 1979 - "You are un¬ 
der the complete bondage of the 
Australian Parliament. You are not 
free." 

All the free world agrees that 
non-self-governing territories 
should progress toward genuine 
self-government. 

Whether Norfolk will progress 
in that direction rem ains to be 
seen - and that is the crunch 
question at the heart of the 
controversy about the Island's 
right to a seat at the South Pac¬ 
ific Conference. 
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543 TONNES A YEAR OF MARLIN, 
TUNA, SWORDFISH, SAILFISH 


AN ESTIMATE of the amount of 
tuna and five billfish caught over 
a five-year period inside the 200 
mile economic zone of Norfolk 
Island has been calculated by the 
South Pacific Commission and it 
points to a yearly catch worth hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of dollars by 
Japan and Taiwan alone. 

In talks with Commonwealth of 
Australia officials about fishing in 
the Norfolk zone, the Island has 
assumed that no records of deep- 
sea catches were available. 

But a 1978 South Pacific Comm¬ 
ission report, just obtained on the 
Island, gives a highly detailed set 
of estimates covering the years 
1972-1976. The report includes 
the results of a computer analysis of 
information obtained from Japan, 
Taiwan, and (for one year only) 
Korea. 

Because the analysis was based on 
sample fishing trips and on an 
assumption that the fish were caught 
in an evenly-distributed pattern, 
the estimates "represent only rough 
approximations" - but they are 
made to the nearest kilogram for 
each of 11 kinds of tuna and billed 
fish. 

The right to benefits from the 
Norfolk zone is claimed by Aust¬ 
ralia, although the Island was severed 
from the Australian colonies in 
185b, and Australia was given 
only caretaker authority over the 
Island in 1914. The Norfolk 
Island Council declared in 1978 
that the 200-mile zone was an 
integral part of Norfolk, before 
Australia asserted that it was part 
of the Australian fishing zone. 

A submission by the Legislative 
Assembly to a Senate inquiry this 
year stated that benefits from the 
zone should be Norfolk's, not 
Australia's. 

Japan is licensed by Australia to 
fish in the Norfolk waters, and 
Australia pockets the fees paid by 
Japan. 

Vague reassurances by Minister 
R.J. Ellicott that there was no 
hard-and-fast reason Norfolk should 
not have at least a share of the net 
benefits were denied by the Dep¬ 
artment of Primary Industry, were 
mentioned again by Mr. Ellicott 
and have so far come to nothing. 

Dr. Colin Grant, a marine biologist 
from the Department of Primary Ind¬ 
ustry who visited Norfolk in Novem¬ 


ber, said any fees that might be char¬ 
ged for fishing Norfolk waters would 
be far exceeded by very heavy costs 
of surveillance and administration. 

Data from the South Pacific 
Commission report: 

NORTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA 
1972: Japan 169kg 
1973; Japan 232kg 
1974: Japan 201kg 
1975: Taiwan 970kg 
1976: Japan 2, 017kg 
SOUTHERN BLUEFIN TUNA 
1972: Japan 451 kg 

1973: Japan 156kg 
1974: Japan 256kg 
1975: Japan 35kg, Taiwan 116kg 
1976: Japan 286kg, Taiwan 23, 394kg 
YELLOWFIN TUNA 
1972: Japan 11,743kg. Twn28331 kg 
1973: Japan 20, 315kg, Twn 6, 712kg 
1974: Japan 78, 911kg,Twnl4, 083kg 
1975: Japan 19,895kg, Twn 11, 398kg, 
Korea 9,281kg 

1976; Japan 22, 528kg,Twn 11,890kg 
ALBA CORE 

1972: Japan 32, 687kg,Twn280,010kg 
1973: Japan 43,272kg,Twn 482,462kg 
1974: Japan 20,062kg.Twn 127,032kg 
1975: Japan 6,175kg,Twn 174,730kg, 
Korea 5, 375kg 

1976: Japan 30,8 05kg,Twn 430,858 kg 
BIGEYE TUNA 

1972: Japan 24*290kg, Twn24,850kg 
1973: Japan 127,411kg,Twn 39,891kg 
1974: Japan 69,758kg,Twn21,061kg 
1975: Japan 14,136kg,Twn 10,001kg, 
Korea 1,659kg 

1976: Japan 49,285kg,Twn 39,217kg 

SKIPJACK TUNA 

1972: Japan 6kg 

1973: Japan 705kg 

1974: Japan 227kg 

1975: Japan 7 kg, Korea 23kg 

1976: Japan 120kg,Twn 3,643kg 


SWORDFISH 

1972: Japan 6,564kg,Twn 4, 4b3kg 
1973: Japan 23,354kg,Twn4,203kg 
1974: Japan 24,296kg,Twn 1,062kg 
1975: Japan 12,360kg, Twn3,804kg, 
Korea 563kg 

1976: Japan 18,149kg, Twn 6,816kg 
BLUE MARLIN 

1972:Japan 847kg, Twn 3,909kg 
1973: Japan 3,144kg, Twn 13,o81kg 
1974: Japan 3,711kg, Twn 1,258kg 
1975: Japan 1,865kg, Twn2,524kg, 
Korea 503kg 

1976: Japan 9,830kg, Twn 178kg 
STRIPED MARLIN 

1972: Japan 30,204kg, Twn 19,323kg 
1973: Japan 35,789kg, Twn 7,163kg 
1974: Japan 51,134kg, Twn 1,834kg 
1975: Japan 25,188kg, Twn5,949kg, 
Korea 389kg 

1976: Japan 33,150kg, Twn 14,841 kg 
BLACK MARLIN 

1972: Japan 277k£ Twn2,259kg 
1973: Japan 2,792kg 
1974: Japan 1,558kg, Twn 683kg 
1975: Japan 1,295kg, Twnl,199kg, 
Korea 1,669kg 

1976; Japan 532kg, Twn 60kg 
SAILFISH 

1972: Japan 404kg, Taiwan 80kg 
1973: Japan 758kg 
1974: Japan 2,266kg 
1975: Japan 845kg, Taiwan 211kg, 
Korea 119kg 

1976; Japan 337kg, Taiwan2,200kg, 
TOTAL TUNA & BILLFISH CATCH 
1972: Japan 107,662kg 
Taiwan 363,238kg 
1973: Japan 2 57,952 kg 
Taiwan 554,119kg 
1974: Japan 252,404kg 
Taiwan 167,026kg 
1975: Japan 81,818kg 

Taiwan 210,921kg 
Korea 19,584kg 
1976: Japan 167,0b 6kg 
Taiwan 533,114kg 
FIVE-YEAR total tuna and»billfish 
catch by Japan, Taiwan and Korea 
in 200 mile economic zone of Nor¬ 
folk Island: 2,714,904kg. 

AVERAGE total per year: 542,981kg. 



THE PEOPLE WHO CHOOSE the Fletcher Christian holiday 
apartments often seem to be the sort of Australians and 
"V New Zealanders you would expect to be staying at 
the more expensive hotels wherever they travel. 
Perhaps they enjoy good value as much as 
anyone else - for our rates are a fraction of 
those at Norfolk's most costly accommodation 
houses. 

Twelve fully-equipped apartments, in lovely, 
quiet grounds - yet within a few minutes’ walk of 
the Island's best shopping and fine restaurants. 

Fletcher Christian 

HOLIDAY APARTMENTS / P.O.Box 144 / Tel. 2169 / Cables "MisterChristi an’ 
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me proudly present 


THE GARRISON WEEK 



TUESDAY 


FROM 7.30 - THE FAMOUS "COMMANDANT’S DINNER" 
WITH A HISTORIC MENU, AND ISLANDER GUITARIST 
DON REYNOLDS SINGING NORFOLK SONGS AND CHANTEYS 


THURSDAY 


THE ROTARY CLUB OF NORFOLK ISLAND MEETS HERE 
AT 6.00. VISITING ROTA RIA NS ARE WELCOME AND 
SHOULD BOOK DIRECT BY RINGING 2 073 


FRIDAY 


DRINKS AT THE BAR, AND THE GARRISON’S EXTENSIVE 
A LA CARTE MENU, WHICH ORIGINALLY MADE THE REST¬ 
AURANT FAMOUS IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND 


SATURDAY 

SUNDAY 


SATURDAY AND SUNDAY EVENINGS. AND SUNDAY 
LUNCH, WE FEATURE A BLACKBOARD MENU WITH 
TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB DISHES, PRIME IMPORTED 
STEAKS, AND DELICIOUS LOCAL FISH 


ALWAYS WONDERFUL FRESH GREEN SALADS 
WITH HERBS FROM OUR OWN GARDEN... 

HOT, FRESH, CRUSTY COUNTRY BREAD... 

AND NORFOLK’S PREMIER WINE CELLAR 

AT THE GARRISON 


FULLY LICENSED 


RING 20 73 TO RESERVE A TABLE 



















ThE NORFOLK BUILDING BOARD IS ADOPTING NEW SOUTH WALES BUILDING CODES AS A "REFERENCE STANDARD" 
FOR BUILDERS TO FOLLOW IN SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES. THIS ARTICLE TELLS HOW THE BOARD WORKS, AND EX¬ 
PLAINS HOW THE CODES WILL BE USED, THE AIM IS BETTER PUBLIC PROTECTION, WITH THE LEAST REGULATION. 


BUILDING CODE PLAN - HOW & WHY 


A BUILDING PERMIT is needed 
if you want to build or make 
alterations to any commercial 
building on Norfolk. A private 
home, on private property, can 
be built without a permit so 
long as the property has not 
already been built on. 

When an application is received 
by the Administration it is examined 
to see it is clear and complete. If 
it is, a notice is included in the 
Government Gazette saying that 
it has been received, and describing 
the proposed building and its loc¬ 
ation. For ten days after the date 
of the Gazette, anyone who has any 
objection to the proposal can write 
to the Secretary of the Building 
Board. Any objections are cons¬ 
idered, and replied to. 

Objections are handled in several 
ways. If a neighbour is worried 
about some aspect of the proposed 
building, it is possible that the 
owner may be willing to modify 
his plans in a way that eliminates 
the worry. If an objection is 
raised on purely personal grounds, 
that is not enough to prevent an 
owner from using his own property 
as he likes. If an objection raises 
some legal reason why the building 
should not be built, that reason 
can cause the application to be 
rejected. 

Objections are sometimes raised 
because a proposed building is bel¬ 
ieved to be "against the public 
interest". In such a case (or if the 
Building Board has its own doubts 
about whether a proposal is in the 
public interest) the application is 
referred to the Assembly Minister 
who is the Executive Member in 
charge of building matters. 

The Building Board does not dec¬ 
ide what is, or is not, in the pub¬ 
lic interest. It leaves that thorny 
question to the Assembly. But the 
Board will recommend that an 
application be rejected if it con¬ 
flicts with an established Assembly 
policy concerning the public int¬ 
erest. 

During the past year the Assembly 
has laid down two such policies: 
that it is contrary to the public 
interest to authorise building two 
or more residences on a single prop¬ 
erty, or to build any building of 
more than two stories or more than 


30 feet in height. 

If there are no public objections 
to an application (and usually there 
aren’t any) the Building Board exam¬ 
ines it carefully and discusses it. 
Often the drawings are sketchy, and 
sometimes the Board gets in touch 
with the owner to clarify something 
that is not clear. Sometimes it is 
necessary for the Board to go look 
at the proposed site, and see for 
itself what the situation is. 

The Board’s examination is aimed 
at seeing that the building or the 
alterations will be constructed 
safely and soundly. In Australia 
or New Zealand, the standards for 
safe and sound construction are laid 
down in building codes which have 
to be followed. The codes cover 
everything from window glass to 
concrete foundations, in exact detail 
A full set of all the codes can be 
a stack of printed material a foot 
or two high, costing hundreds of 
dollars. 

Building codes have great advant¬ 
ages and are a protection for the 
public - but they also have disad¬ 
vantages, and are an expense and 
a nuisance for the public. Enforc¬ 
ing them requires highly-trained 
building inspectors, highly-trained 
builders, architects and engineers 
and lawyers and courts. The public 
pays the costs of all this apparatus, 
in the form of taxes, higher build¬ 
ing costs, and delays. 

Norfolk has no building code 
which builders are required to 
follow. Instead the Island relies on 
the Building Board to recommend 
whether a proposed plan is safe and 
sound. The Board, in turn, relies 
on builders to do a workman-like 
job, and on the owner to keep an 
eye on what the builder is doing. 

TJie Board also relies on the exper¬ 
ience, common sense and watch¬ 
fulness of its five members and the 
Building Inspector, who sits in on 
all meetings. 

On most Norfolk buildings this 
system works very well. But in 
some cases it is not good enough. 

The Board m ay recommend that 
two shops, side-by-side, should 
have a wall between them that 
will resist fire for a set time, so 
that if one shop has a fire, the one 
next door won’t immediately 
catch fire too. The builder may 


not be certain what kind of wall 
will resist fire for a set time, and 
may say to the Board, "Tell me 
how you want the wall built, and I'll 
build it that way." 

But the Board is not in the bus¬ 
iness of designing buildings, and 
is not authorised to take any res¬ 
ponsibility for a building’s being 
correctly designed. 

Such a problem could be solved 
by having Norfolk adopt all the 
building codes of, say. New South 
Wales. That would specify exactly 
what sort of wall the builder had 
to put up; but it would also lead 
to all of the complications and 
costs of the mainland building 
industries, and it would require 
professional engineers, architects, 
builders, inspectors and so forth, 
who simply don’t exist, in adequate 
numbers, on Norfolk. 

After wrestling with this dilemma 
for the past year or more, the Bui¬ 
lding Board now plans to try a com- 
prom ue system on Norfolk. The 
idea is to use the New South Wales* 
building codes as a standard avail¬ 
able reference - but not as comp¬ 
ulsory law for all building. Most 
building applications will be hand¬ 
led just as they have been in the 
past. But if the Board believes 
some aspect of a proposed buiLding 
requires a particularly high stand¬ 
ard of construction, it will recom¬ 
mend that a particular code be 
’ required to be followed on that 
part of the job. 

Copies of all the codes will be 
available for Island builders to 
consult as necessary. If an applic¬ 
ation is approved, "subject to 
wall 'A* being built in accordance 
with Code 234(d)", the bui lder will 
be able to study that code and see 
exactly what is required of him. 

The building inspector will also be 
able to check the work to make 
sure it follows the code require¬ 
ments. 

The aim of the new system is to 
keep building on Norfolk as simple 
and unregulated as possible, but 
to provide clear guidance for high 
standards in the occasional cases 
where the Board believes that the 
traditional,. easy-going Norfolk 
way of doing things may not provide 
quite enough protection for the 
public. 
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TELERADIO 


Marine 

Transceiver 

6 channel 5 wait 


For fixed base station and mobile use this 6 channel 5 watt input unit fea¬ 
tures the latest in modern circuit design for 27 MHz marine transceivers. 

This new transceiver has a*back lighted* dial for channel selection particularly 
important for night use. It incorporates an easy to read edge mounted meter 
to measure received signal strength and power transmitted into the antenna. 


PAT D APPROVED TO RB 242 REF. RB6.1.16 


Clarion 


Auto stop mechanism that stops 
the motor automatically at tape 
end 

The PU840 features a mechanism 
that stops the motor automatically 
when the tape comes to the end in 
the fast forward and playback 
modes. 

Slide balance control 

This control is slid into position, 
allowing you to tell at a glance the 
state of the sound field inside the 
vehicle. 



Auto Stop Cassette Stereo Player 
with Locking F.F. 


Playback Indicator Balance Control Volume 



F.F./EJECT Button Tape Slot Door Tone Control 


Auto Stop Cassette Stereo Player with locking fast forward, slide balance control, variable tone 
control, and playback indicator lamp 


‘PETE’S PLACE’ 

for 

DISCOUNT PRICES 


TRAVELLERS CHEQUES welcome AMERICAN EXPRESS & VISA accepted 








EDITORIALS 

What was'the mistake*? 

NORFOLK ISLAND'S RIGHT to take part in the use¬ 
ful activities of the South Pacific Commission - including 
the annual South Pacific Conference - has been blocked 
once again by Australia. 

Last March officials of Australia’s Foreign Affairs De¬ 
partment told the Legislative Assembly that Norfolk had 
been included in the South Pacific Commission’s scope 33 
years ago "by mistake". Last month at the Conference in 
Port Moresby they engineered a "correction" of "the mistake". 

If there had been a genuine mistake * a clerical error, 
a fact accidentally overlooked - it could have been set right 
without any fuss, and certainly without any deviousness. 
Australia could simply have circulated a paper to the dele¬ 
gates from other Pacific countries saying that a mistake had 
been discovered, describing what the mistake had been, and 
correcting it. If Norfolk Island's Chief Minister had wished 
to speak to the Conference about it, Australia could have 
said‘"By all means. Go right ahead." 

Australia circulated no paper, made no comment, 
and worked behind the scenes in its maneuvre to try to re¬ 
move Norfolk from the Commission's group of non-self- 
governing territories. Delegates at the Conference had no 
inkling that Australia was moving to exclude Norfolk: they 
did not realise that was what the vote was about. It would 
scarcely have occurred to them that Australia might be set¬ 
ting them up to vote for something with a hidden barb in it. 

When Norfolk's Chief Minister asked to speak to the 
Conference before the delegates voted, he was ordered by 
the head of the Australian delegation to keep silent. 

That is not the way an honest country would normally 
go about correcting an honest mistake. 

On November 5th, in a restrained and courteous reso¬ 
lution, the Assembly asked Australia if it would provide the 
reasons for its actions. 

A prompt, straightforward reply will be terribly im¬ 
portant to Australia's reputation for decency and fairness. 


Gradually a bit clearer 

THE REALITIES of Norfolk's present form of govern¬ 
ment are gradually becoming a bit clearer than they were 
when the Australian Parliament enacted the new Norfolk 
Island Act last year. 

In "municipal’ matters - road maintenance, liquor 
licensing, rubbish disposal and so on - Norfolk has been giv¬ 
en quite full control. It has also been given the right to use 
whatever revenues it can raise to pay for these things. 

The only elected representatives of the people who 
live here, the members of the Legislative Assembly, have 
been able to organise their meetings and procedures to suit 
Norfolk. They began with a ridiculous array of standing 
orders and protocol, bestowed by Australia with pomp and 
pretence straight out of Gilbert and Sullivan; but they have 


gradually worked their way back down toward earth. In 
November they carried this improvement a step further by 
agreeing that all important policy matters must be talked out 
out by the full membership, rather than being invented by 
local Ministers. That makes a lot of common sense, on 
Norfolk. 

In some extremely important areas of the Island's go¬ 
vernment, the Norfolk Island Act is turning out to be no dif¬ 
ferent from other forms of colonial rule that have been im¬ 
posed on Norfolk since 1896. The regulation of immigrat¬ 
ion to the Island is one example. Selective immigration 
has been recognised as essential, and was strongly supported 
in a referendum in 1968. It has been wretchedly managed 
by the Commonwealth for the past five or six years. The 
new Assembly took the matter in hand and hammered out a 
proposed law to correct the situation, demonstrating how 
self-government can achieve results that absentee admini¬ 
stration can't. The Assembly passed the bill last August, 
and it went to Canberra for the Governor-General’s assent. 

And there it became bogged. It seems that the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act doesn't require to Governor-General to do 
anything with a Norfolk bill that has been passed here. 

Acting with the advice of the Australian government, he 
can assent, or propose amendments, or withhold assent; or 
- and here's the rub - if the government gives him no ad¬ 
vice, he may do nothing, ever. Thus legislation painstak¬ 
ingly worked out on Norfolk and fully approved here can 
just disappear into a black hole. Convenient, perhaps, for 
Canberra. Rotten government, for Norfolk. 

Australia's most revealing use of the "black hole" has 
been its refusal to restore the Island's traditional voting sys¬ 
tem. A referendum on the question last year demanded this 
restoration. The Assembly-then unanimously passed a bill 
to restore it. That was six months and 13 days ago. The 
Governor-General may do nothing about it, ever. One man, 
Hon. R. J. Ellicott, the Australian Minister responsible for 
Norfolk affairs, doesn't like the bill, and his will prevails 
over that of the majority of the people here, and all of their 
elected representatives. "A form of self-government"? If 
so, one with a strangely bitter taste. 

A new message from Philip 

IT IS A WONDERFUL DISCOVERY that Philip Isl- 
and is still alive with seeds from the forgotten past, and can 
re-green itself if plants are simply allowed to grow. 

Philip has long been considered a stark, dramatic 
monument to man's shortsightedness. Visitors over the years 
have seen it as a silent warning: disrupt the balance of nat¬ 
ure, and part of earth dies. 

Philip has taken a heavy beating. Eaten almost bare 
by rabbits, it has lost more than a man’s height in topsoil, 
which has washed away and stained the sea red after every 
heavy rainfall for a century. 

But the island lives. Get rid of the few rabbits that 
remain, and it will heal itself. 

The power of nature to endure, to suffer for a long 
lifetime and then to flower once more, changes Philip in 
our eyes. It is no longer a bleak warning, but a lifting mes¬ 
sage of solace and hope. 
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SUNBEAM COMBINATION" GRILL GR9 

The all new. all at once, twice as fast, space saving, 

fat free, easy clean. Sunbeam Combination Grill. 

With two reversible non-stick hot plates, each ribbed on one side and flat on the other 
Removable for easy cleaning. Deep drainage channels and separate drip tray for fat- 
free grilling. Slide heat control and temperature indicator light. Four cooking positions, 
Opened out flat for big family grills, both sides at once for super-quick cooking, 

one sided vertical to save on bench space, 
or suspended top-plate cooking - 
great open sandwiches. 



SUNBEAM SANDWICH MAKER GR8. 

For scrumptious, flavour-sealed sandwiches or jaffles. Two 
deep-dished, non-stick hotplates give a generous serve. It has 
3-way adjustable handle for different filling amounts, four sturdy 
legs and a thermostat control with light. 



SUNBEAM FOOD PROCESSOR LC1. 

All.the speed and versatility to shred, slice, mix, chop, crush, blend 
knead. Powerful 500 watt motor. ON/OFF switch and ‘Pulse Button’ 
for precise control. Stainless steel chopping blade; slicing disc, 
shredding disc, plastic mixing blade and spatula 


GIVE ME SUNBEAM ANYTIME. 


SUNBEAM HotShot 

almost instant hot water for 

COFFEE - - TEA -- SOUP -- COCOA 




JUST FILL WITH COLD WATER 

AND PRESS TI E LEVER 

ONLY $19 


‘ PETE’S PLACE ’ 


for 


DISCOUNT PRICES 













HETIAE! 


"here it is!” 


HEALTH FOOD SHOP 
in 8urnt i’ine 

#ALL SORTS OF HOMEMADE BREAD 
including Graham's Crunchy Loaf 
♦HEALTH FOOD SALAD 

and SALAD SANDWICHES 

♦ EGGS FRESH VEGETABLES 

♦ CAKES ♦CHICKENS 

♦ BREADCAKES K-MEAT PIES 
♦ISLAND-MADE JELLIES &. JAMS 

• SPOT PLANTS 

♦AND SO MUCH ELSE THAT'S GOOD: 


•mfawk 



<? 


ALL SO GOOD --AND "H ETTA El " 



ISLAND 

HAND- 

BOCK 

Norfolk calendar • best shopping 
Island map* open & closing times 


Do you know these dishes? 

Tahitian fish 
Banana Mudda 
Porpay Meringue tarts 
Candied Kumera 
Pilhi com Pilhi Kumera 
Pilhi Kumera with yam & coconut 
Pineapple pie 
Norfork Island pudding 

It would be a shame to go back to 
the Mainland without trying the 
traditional Polynesian foods cooked 
and eaten by Island people for 
hundreds of years. 

Try these interesting and delicious 
dishes and many others at 

Elva’s 

Valley View Restaurah 

New Cascade Road 
Telephone 2185 for reservations 
(open six nights a week) 


* 


















































LADIES’ CHRONOGRAPH 


As the first watch to make full 
digital timepiece capability available in 
a ladies* watch, the Citizen Quartz 
Ladies* Chronograph is expected to be 
enormously popular, especially among 
the active, sports conscious younger 
generation. 

Featuring the world’s 
first 1/100 second stopwatch in a 
ladies* model, it provides a complete 


range of digital functions including a 
lap timer with first and second place 
calculation, extra digital time function 
for overseas travel etc. The beautiful 
liquid crystal display is not only 
fashionable and versatile; it is also 
extremely easy to use. For example, 
stopwatch and dual time settings can 
be confirmed at a glance with the 
function set indicator. 


1. TIME Display 2. CALENDAR Display 3. STOP WATCH Display 4. TIME II Display 
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CITIZEN WATCH SHOWROOM 

ALSO AT BARRETT’S / BURNS PHILP / MINI-GOLF / PROUDS 







































PATON PLACE 
may be out of town but for the 
discriminating buyer it is a "must”. 
You will find interesting goods 
such as: - 

CLOISONNE WARE - hand enam¬ 
elled, copper based Vases, Jars, 
Bowls etc. from Peking 
SCOTTISH MOHAIR rugs, blankets, 
capes, stoles, beret-and-scarf 
sets by Glen Cree 
SCOTTISH KNITWEAR, partner 
packs, skirt packs, sock-and-tie 
sets by Munrospun 
PHILIPPINE SHIRTS for men, 
women and children 
BLOUSES and cottQn dresses 
WOOD & IVORY carvings 
and other souveniirs 

Continue along Taylor's road 
toward Kingston, and 150 
yards past Queen Elizabeth 
Avenue you will find us. 

Directly opposite Nimpex. 

Phone 2181 


HOURS 

POST OFFICE; 9am - 12.30pm and 
1.15pm - 5pm, Monday - Friday. 
TELEPHONES; Local phones operate 
automatically, 24 hours. Overseas 
calls can be made at the OTC office 
in New Cascade Rd.: Monday through 
Friday from 9am-16.30pm; Saturday 
from 10am-6pm; Sunday 10am-12.00 
and again 3pm-opm. Charge for 3 
minutes Sydney $3.75, Auckland 
$4.68. Atmospheric conditions can 
affect transmission quality. Advance 
time bookings can be made. 
TELEGRAMS; Monday - Friday 9am- 
6pm; Saturday 9am - 2.30pm: Sun¬ 
day 9am - 2pm. Telex also available. 

LIQUOR BOND STORE: Monday 
through Friday, 10.30am to 5.30pm. 
Saturday, 9am-noon. 

The Liquor Bond store is located in 
Norfolk Village in Burnt Pine. 
DOCTOR; (atN.I. Hospital). By 
appointment Mon-Fri. Emergencies, 
telephone 2091 or 2 092. 

DENTIST ; (also at N.I. Hospital). 

By appointment, Mon-Fri. Telephone 
2091 or 2 092. 

HOSPITAL VISITING HOURS; 11-12, 
2-4 and 7-8.30 daily. 

BANKS ; 10am-3pm Mon-Thurs, open 


to 5pm Fri. 

LIBRARY ; Monday 10-1 and 4-6; 
Wednesday 10-1; Friday 10-12 and 1-4. 
STAMPS; At P.O. or at Island Shop 
several doors East. For back issues of 
Norfolk stamps- worth collecting - 
Duncan’s Jewellers. 

ADMIN; Mon-Fri 9-1 and 1.45-5pm. 

, Accounts, registrar, 10-1 and 1.45-4. 
SHOPPING HOURS IN BURNT PINE: 
generally 9am-12. 30, and 2pm-5. 30. 

Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons almost all shops are closed. 

A fair number are open Sunday morn¬ 
ings, but not all. 

AFTER-HOURS SHOPPING : Trading 
Post, Mon-Thurs 7. 30-7pm, Fridays 
7.30-9pm, Sun. 9-7pm. Burns Philp 
(Middlegate) 8.30-7.30pm Mon-Sat, 
10-7pm Sundays. 

TOURIST BUREAU: (centre of Burnt 
Pine) 8. 30-5pm Mon. -Fri.; 9 - 12. 30 
Saturdays, 10-12.30 Sundays. 

EAST-WEST/AIR N. Z, ;Burnt Pine office 
open 9-5 weekdays, 9-12.30 Wed-Sat. 
PETROL STATIONS; There are two. 
Norfolk Island Motors, at the eastern 
edge of Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm 
every day but Sunday. Central Ser¬ 
vice Station, at the western edge of 
Burnt Pine, is open 8am-6pm Mon. 
-Fri., 8am-4pmSat., 8am-12.30 
Sun. Nights and Sunday afternoons 
you’re out of luck. 


FOR THE INFORMATION OF TOURISTS 


South 

Paeifie 

hotel/motel limited 
norfolk's premier hotel 

telephone 2166 



Casual Guest Policy 


VISITORS TO NORFOLK are* sometimes uncertain about 
the casual-guest policies of the Island’s leading hotel. 

The brief answer is that you are most welcome, 
regardless of where you may be staying. 

Luncheon at the South Pacific is always pleasant. 
When the weather is fine you may be seated at a table 
beside the swimming pool. If you prefer, you may sit 
in the glass-walled indoor barbecue room overlooking 
the pool and a backdrop of Norfolk Pines. 

The luncheon menu always includes an inexpensive 
dish for approximately $2, and a beautiful array of hot 
and. cold dishes. 

Every night there is special entertainment; MONDAY 
a seafood ana meat smorgasbord, and dancing to "Free¬ 
way"; TUESDAY games night; WEDNESDAY H ous ie, with good 
jackpots; THURSDAY the South Pacific's Seafood Night and 
dancing to "Freeway"; FRIDAY Scotty’s Quick Grill and 
dancing to "freeway"; SATURDAY d i n ner; SUNDAY dinner and 
Scotty’s Quick Grill - plus a movie. 

Our chefs have studied on four continents and pre¬ 
sent the best in local and imported foods, artfully pre¬ 
pared, and served by the attractive South Pacific girls. 

Two requests, please - make booki n gs, bef ore 4p.m. 
to assure a table, and arrange to arrive between 7 - 7.15. 

COME AND ENJOY the South Pacific early in your 
visit -- you’ll want to return. 
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BEST BUYS 

YOU’LL FIND YOUR OWN ’’Best Buys" 
depending on your own needs and 
purse, but The News asked some of 
the Island’s leading importers to pick 
a few items they believe are particul¬ 
arly good value at the moment. Here's 
what they told us: 

• 

Duncan’s Jewellers : "We have Nor¬ 
folk’s widest range of jewellery* at 
remarkably low prices - and we’re 
open lunchtimes and Wed. afternoon, " 


International Duty-Free: "The Gen¬ 
eral Electric 1200W hair dryer, on 
special at $15 - under 1/2 NZ price, " 

■ 

Martin’s Agencies: "Remington 
electric shavers a'nd hot combs, on 
sale at good shops in Burnt Pine" 


Cameralines: "We have a great, 
brand-new Norfolk Island souvenir: 
high-quality jigsaw puzzles of full- 
colour Norfolk scenes - Emily Bay, 
Cemetery Bay, Rocky Point, Sydney 
Bay - $1.35 each or all 4 for $5. ” 


"Pete’s Place” : "Sunbeam electrical 
appliances, at big discounts. " 

■ 

Landy & Co.; "Citizen Quartz l/100- 
sec. chronographs as low as $42. " 


The Trading Post: "We're the only 
place on the Island with same-day 
Australian & NZ newspapers, every 
evening, planes allowing," 
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U. B.C. HOBBY CENTRE I 
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additional information on Norfolk 

"THE PITCAIRN SETTLERS’ RIGHTS TO NORFOLK ISLAND" - reprints of his¬ 
toric documents of the mid-1800s - $1.25... "GOD'S GENTLEMEN" - the story 
of the Melanesian Mission and St. Barnabas Chapel - $19. 95... "SOUTH SEAS 
GUIDE" - including a section on Norfolk - $4. 

AVAILABLE AT THE TRADING POST ... BURNS PHILP STORES ... TOURIST 
BUREAU ... NEWSAGENCY ... DUNCAN'S JEWELLERS ... BOOKWORM 


TODAY’S 

PAPERS! 

EVERY EVENING BUI MONDAY 



PAPERBACK BOOKS 
GREETING CARDS 
PERSONAL STATIONERY 
GIFT STATIONERY 
GIFT WRAPPINGS 
ACCOUNTING FORMS 
ACCOUNTING SYSTEMS 


NORFOLK ISLAND 

STATIONERS 

at the 

TRADING 

POST 















Inside St Barnabas 

you’ll hear strange noises. 


Not the ghastly ghostly kind 
necessarily. So no need to 
be alarmed. (Our only res¬ 
ident spook seems to be in 
the cellars of Government 
House, but even that’s 
doubtful.) 

No, what you’re hearing 
is the reassuring audible 
beep signal from the new 
Minolta 110 cartridge load 
AutoPak Pocket Cameras, 
warning you if the lighting 
conditions are too low. And 
a little red light in the view- 
finderremindsyou to open 
up to the next setting.There 
is scarcely another camera 


First, come to Cameralines 


around so simple and fool¬ 
proof to use, or so sophis¬ 
ticated in it’s operation. 

There’s the 430Ex, a pop- 
ularpriced model that takes 
superb shots everytime. 
The450Ex has additional^! 
close up capability, while 


the 460Tx gives you a pow¬ 
erful telephoto lens to get 
even closer to the action. 

All have built-in 
flash, illum- 


Minolta AutoPak 
430Ex: $55 
450Ex: $65 
460Tx: $75 



j UU wagfc* m 



inated focussing panels, and 
fast, sure focus and expos¬ 
ure selection. 

There’s the470 model 
too, not illustrated, which 
doesn’t go beep, but does 
give you fully automatic 
exposure control in¬ 
stead. So check out 
the Minolta AutoPak 
just right for your needs. 
. And when you get back 
(home,thenoisesyou’llhear 
won’t be at all strange. 
Doesn’t everybody 
recognise the sound 
of thunderous 
applause? 

jk 


(ameralines 


A 

abeautifiistrpnse 


Norfolk Minolta Specialist 
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AGFA-GEVAERT 


The 


Norfolk Island 


SUN 


MON 


TUE 


WED 


-NOTABLE DATES IN THE HISTORY OF THE NORFOLK PEOPLE* 


November 29th, 1838: Pitcairn Island came under the protection of England, with the visit of Capt. Rusell 
Elliott in HEMS Fly . During his brief stay he drew up a constitution.of the laws the Pitcairners wanted to 
follow. This made Pitcairn one of the earliest democracies among the English colonies - and for the first 
time in any British constitution, anywhere, women were given full voting rights, and education of children 
was made compulsory. 

December 2nd, 1858 : 16 of the Pitcairners, who had moved to Norfolk in 1856, went back and re-colonised 
Pitcairn. They were followed by another group of 27, who left Norfolk on December 18th, 1863. 

December 7th, 1880: St. Barnabas Chapel was consecrated. 


■Church services 
■Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 
■Film (MRT8. GO) 
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Ihousie (LC) 
■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. GO) 


■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C’dant's Din (G) 


■Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■Film (MRT 8pm) 

THANKSGIVING 

DAY 


■Church services 
■ Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 
■Film (MRT8. 0G) 


■ housie (LC) 

■ Film (Nik) 

■ Sm'b’d (SP) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open nighi (Nik) 
\C i (MRT8. ( J) 
C’uants Din (G) 


■ Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 

■ Film (MRT8pm) 

■ Legislative Assembly 
Meeting (A 2pm) 
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■Church services 
■Historic photos (Lions 2> 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


■Housie (LC) 
4pn) ■Film (Nik) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


■Films (Pds & LC) 
■ Housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 
■C'dant's Din (G) 
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■Film (RSL) 

■Film (Pds) 

■Open night (Nik) 
■ Film (MRT8pm) 
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IChurch services 
I Historic photos (Lions 2-4pm) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 


IHousie (LC) 
IFilm (Nik) 
ISm'b’d (SP) 
IFilm (MRT8. 00) 
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■ Films (Pds & LC) 

■ housie (RSL8pm) 
■Open night (Nik) 

■ C’dant's Din (G) 
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IFilm (RSL) 

IFilm (Pds) 
lOpen night (Nik) 
IFilm (MRT8pm) 

I Assembly (A 2pm) 




a great name in photography 









CALENDAR 

THUR FRI SAT 

20 21 22 


■Housie (LC) 
■Sm’b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6.30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 



■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary ( G 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 


■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 



■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8. 00^ 
■Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 



■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


WIND ROSE 

The length of each of the 
16 lines shows the percent t 
age of the time the wind 
blows from that direction 
this month. The figure in 
the centre shows what per¬ 
centage of the time there 



s 


LOCATIONS 
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■ housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6. 30) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 


ii 

■Housie (LC) 
■Sm'b'd (SP) 

■ Housie (RSL) 
■Rotary ( G 6. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 
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■ Housie (LC) 

■ Sm'b'd (SP) 
■Housie (RSL) 

■ Rotary ( G 6. 30) 

■ Film (MRT8. 00) 


5 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 
■Film (MRT8.00) 
■Seafood Sm’b'd (Cwy) 


12 

■ RSL Social night 
■Open night (Pds) 

■ Film (MRT8.00) 

■ Seafood Sm'b'd (Cwy) 


6 

■ SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


13 

■SDA service 
■Film (MRT8. 00) 
■Open night (Nik) 


A -N 0 L Assembly chamber 
BP -Burnt Pine 
BC -Bowling Club 
BCP -Bicentennial Park 
Bh -Branka House 
C -Catholic Church 
CE -All Saints Church 
Cwy -Castaway Hotel 
EB -Emily Bay 
C -Garrison Rest'r’t 
GC -Golf Club 
H -Hospital 
KO -Kingston Oval 
Lib -Library 
LC -Leagues Club 
LK -Lime Kiln BBQ 
M -Museum Bldg. 

MC -Uniting Church 
MRT-Mission Rd. Talkies 
Nik -hotel Norfolk 
Pds -Paradise Hotel 
Ph -Pitcairners Hall 
RH -Rawson hall 
RSL -RSL Club 
Scl -School 
SDA -7th Day Adv. hail 
SP -South Pacific hotel 
StB -St. Barnabas C iiapel 
SW -Simon's Water 
VV -Valley View Rest’r't 
YC -Youth Centre 







Beautiful Norfolk Island. 

Take it home with you. 

Fur only $7.95 


Almost all our visitors 
wish they really could 
take Norfolk home 
with them. 

But where would you find 
enough wrapping paper? 

So here is the 
next best thing. 

This lavishly produced 
Souvenir Calendar 
will help you re-live the 
many pleasant memories 
of your time on Norfolk, 
as well as making an 
ideal and easy gift for 
the many friends and 
relations back home. 

It contains no less than 
58 stunning full-colour 
reproductions of many 
beautiful places of interest, 
plus descriptive text. 

Size is a handsome 
510 x285mm (20”x 11 'A”) 
with one month to a page. 
You can buy it in most 
of the Norfolk shops. 

It’s so easy to take Norfolk 
home with you. 

PS: This calendar is 
available only on Norfolk, 
so it’s a true memento. 






















SPECIAL FEATURE FOR VISITORS TO THE ISLAND 


5 CLUES TO UNDERSTANDING NORFOLK 


NORFOLK ISLAND seems to many 
visitors to be a simple, pleasant and 
uncomplicated place. 

But if you care to look more deep¬ 
ly, , and to gain a more informed un¬ 
derstanding of the Island, you will 
find it is an intricate as a piece of 
symphonic music. 

If you are one of those more per¬ 
ceptive visitors, wanting to go home 
with a grasp of what the Island is 
really all about, here is a series of 
clues to help start you off. As you 
talk with people on Norfolk you* 11 
doubtless hear disagreement on some 
of the opinions given: Islands attract 
individualists, with their own strong 
ideas about many things. But the 
subjects are keys to knowing Norfolk. 

1: THE PEOPLE 

There are about 1350 full-time, 
permanent residents. About 550 are 
"Islanders" - direct descendants of 
the Pitcairn settlers. There are about 
350 Australians and 350 New Zealan¬ 
ders who have settled here; over 100 
of them have married Islanders, and 
so the Pitcairn families all told 
amount to about one half the popu¬ 
lation. The Pitcairners hold over 
half of the Island’s freehold and 
Crown lease land, and well over half 
of the youngsters at the Norfolk 
school are Pitcairn descendants. 

In addition there are normally sev¬ 
eral hundred people, many of them 
young, from Australia and New Zea¬ 
land, who are here on six month 
"work permits" to fill jobs that can’t 
be filled on the Island - there being 
virtually no unemployment among 
the permanent population. Many of 
these work for relatively low wages 
in the tourist industry, and regard 
their stay on Norfolk as a sort of work¬ 
ing holiday. 

The original Pitcairn settlers came 
to Norfolk in 1856, having been told 
that they could have the entire Island 
and its buildings to divide among 
themselves or to share in common. 
British and, later, Australian author¬ 
ities for generations afterward main¬ 
tained that there had been a mis¬ 
understanding about this, but the Pit¬ 
cairners have always been adamant 
about the original promise. The re¬ 
sulting conflict has led to protests, 
petitions to the Queen, inquiries and 
Royal Commissions over the genera¬ 
tions. The official decisions have al¬ 
ways gone against the Pitcairners - 
but a set of documents from the 1850s, 


arranged in sequence for the first time 
in 1977 (and available in reprint form 
at shops on the Island) leave little 
doubt that the Pitcairners have been 
right all along. 

Islanders regard themselves as a 
distinct people,with their own tradi¬ 
tions and customs, and speak their 
own language among themselves. 

They have a strong religious tradi¬ 
tion, as well as a gentle, good-na¬ 
tured Polynesian outlook on life. 

They are past masters at sizing up 
"mainlanders" quickly and accurate¬ 
ly - and at tagging nicknames, some 
of them hilarious, on likely candi¬ 
dates. 

2: FINANCES 

Few visitors realise that Norfolk is 
expected to pay for itself without any 
financial support from Australia - or 
that it has a surplus from past years 
invested in the bank at interest, ra¬ 
ther than a national debt. 

Norfolk’s public income comes 
from modest customs duties on most 
imports: from the sale of Norfolk pos¬ 
tage stamps; from the operation of a 
local government monopoly on the 
import and sale of beer, wine and 
spirits; and from a range of fairly 
simple taxes and fees on individuals, 
visitor departures, companies, cars 
and so forth. There is no stamp duty 
and no income tax for genuine resi¬ 
dents. The Island was used by Aust¬ 
ralians as an income tax haven for 
some years, but changed Australian 
laws ended this in 1973. 

For many years Australia made an 
annual grant of $12o, 000 to the Isl¬ 
and. This covered the costs of Aus¬ 
tralian officials sent to administer 
the Island. They are now paid direct¬ 
ly by Australia, and the practice of 
making "a grant" has been ended. 

Norfolk's public income pays for 
public works, roads, administration 
salaries, the hospital, school, and a 
3-man police force. Doctors, a 
dentist, schoolteachers and police 
officers are selected in Australia 
through the much-appreciated assist¬ 
ance of the New South Wales and 
Commonwealth governments, but 
Norfolk pays their fares and their 
salaries while they are here. 

Australia’s system of social wel¬ 
fare benefit! does not extend to Nor¬ 
folk. The Island has a tradition of 
looking after its own. A weekly 
"pension" of $45 is paid by the Island 
to a small number of elderly persons 


who need some supplement to their, 
personal and family resources. There 
is no one on Norfolk who is alone, un¬ 
known and in need. 

Australia pays for the upkeep of 
the Norfolk airport, which is part of 
Australian international air agree¬ 
ments, and for the meteorological 
office, which is a reporting station 
only, sending data needed by the 
Commonwealth weather forecasting 
system. Australia has also paid 
much of the cost of restoring the his¬ 
toric buildings at Kingston, which 
are regarded as part of Australia’s 
colonial history as well as Norfolk’s. 

3: THE RUINS 

The ruins and restored buildings 
at Kingston are left from a by-gone 
era in the Island’s history, when Nor¬ 
folk served for a time as a prison. 

They are remarkable for two quite 
different reasons. 

One is that they were handsomely 
and simply designed and laid out in 
Georgian style, and are one of the 
world's few examples of a Georgian 
village that has not been added to 
and adulterated with more recent 
buildings of later styles. Because 
many of the Kingston buildings are 
in use today - with more being put 
to use as they are restored - the vill¬ 
age has a current life, rather than 
the disembodied, musty feeling of 
empty relics of the past. 

It is possible, with guidance from 
a local resident who knows or with 
some study of available books, to 
piece together many aspects of how 
a remote community lived 150 years 
ago. Bread, for example, was made 
from grain grown on the Island and 
then ground - in a windmill if the 
wind was blowing (its foundations 
can be seen out at the end of the 
golf course); in a watermill if the 
water was flowing ( the mill-pond 
and mill: ruin are in Watermill Val¬ 
ley); and in a man-operated crank 
mill (near the Kingston pier) when 
that was necessary. 

The other remarkable aspect of 
the Kingston ruins is that they call 
to mind unspeakable cruelty of man 
to man, in the Queen's name, long 
ago. Norfolk Island was for a time 
a prison designed to provide, inten¬ 
tionally, "the harshest punishment 
short of death", and often it did not 
stop short. The prison settlement 
was abandoned, partly because of 
its foul reputation, in the mid 1850s. 

The prisoners’ three-storey gaol 
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building is gone. The Pitcairners 
found use for the other Kingston build¬ 
ings, but the gaol was. an offence to 
their eyes. It was gradually pulled 
to pieces, with the stone and coral 
used for other buildings, or as rubble 
for surfacing the Island’s roads. The 
walls surrounding the prisoners* com¬ 
pound still stand, but the salt spray 
and the sun have bleached away 
much of their grimness. Today they 
are a site of enjoyment, providing 
shelter from the wind for immense 
Island picnics that are held from 
time to time. 

4: A COLONY 

When Norfolk was turned over to the 
Pitcairners as their new homeland in 
1856, England formally separated the 
Island from the Australian colonies 
and made it a distinct Crown Colony 
on its own. The Pitcairners governed 
themselves, their laws being subject 
to veto only by the Queen in Council. 
This era of self-government ended in 
1896, when England gave the Governor 
of New South Wales the authority to 
make Norfolk's laws without reference 
to the people. In 1914 this authority 
was transferred to the Commonwealth 
of Australia. 

The Island has never been re-annexed 
to Australia. Its governmental status 
today is that of "a territory under the 
authority of Australia". Some Austra¬ 
lian laws apply on Norfolk, just as if 
it were part of Australia. Others do 
not: the Island's public finance and 
basic laws such as those regulating 
immigration and customs are separate 
and distinct from Australia’s. 

For more than 80 years until 1979, 
Norfolk had full colonial government, 
with wide personal powers wielded by 
a series of Administrators sent from 
Australia. The people were allowed 
!o ’* ole only for a local Council, and 
i f' >ole power was to offer advice, 
oi'cu ignored, to the Administrator. 
Periodically the Island chafed under 
t!*!' colonial system, and there were 
protests, petitions to the Queen, in¬ 
quiries and Royal Commissions. 

Almost all other islands in the South 
Pacific were ruled in much the same 
way by one or another of the major 
powers, but by the 1950s colonialism 
began coming into bad odour. With 
the exception of France and Chile, 
the Pacific powers began allowing 
their Pacific territories to decide for 
themselves how they wanted to be 
governed. 

Australia had three such territories. 

It granted independence to Nauru in 
1968 and to Papua New Guinea in 1975. 
As PNG's independence approached, 
the Whitlam Government in Australia 


declared that Norfolk's method of ad¬ 
ministration was also outmoded, and 
asked a Royal Commission to reccomend 
how the Island should be governed. 

When die Commissioner made his 
report (the "Nimmo Report") in 1976 
his recommendation was that Norfolk 
should be completely integrated into 
Australia, becoming part of the elec¬ 
torate of Canberra. He recommended 
that no referendum should be held to 
see what the people of Norfolk thought 
of the idea, because he said they were 
too upset to make a calm assessment. 
Among his other views on Norfolk, set 
out in the report, was his opinion that 
if the Island "sank in the Pacific fol¬ 
lowing an earthquake, intending holi¬ 
day makers would soon find an alter¬ 
native. " 

A group of Pitcairners set out to find 
out what the people thought. Calling 
at every home on the Island, they in¬ 
vited electors to sign a "Solemn De¬ 
claration" on whether they wished Nor¬ 
folk to be integrated into Australia, or 
wished it to remain separate and dis¬ 
tinct. More than two-thirds of the 
electors made such declarations - and 
some 93<fc of them wanted Norfolk's 
separate identity to be preserved. 

These declarations were presented to 
by the head of the elected Council 
to Australia's Minister responsible for 
Norfolk, as evidence of the will of 
the people. He said they were to¬ 
tally, utterly and completely value¬ 
less". 

The members of the Council then 
appealed to the United Nations to pro¬ 
tect Norfolk from being integrated 
into Australia without die consent of 
the people. A delegation of the Coun¬ 
cil also went to Canberra to voice Nor¬ 
folk's protests as widely as they could. 

The United Nations Association of Aus¬ 
tralia became aware of the controversy, 
studied the situation, and declared 
that Australia's position was in viola¬ 
tion of its U.N. commitments and 
that Norfolk's residents were entitled 
to self-determination. 

The Australian Government pressed 
on regardless. In March 1978 a new 
Minister, Hon. R.J. Ellicott, made 
an official visit to the Island to assert 
his Government’s authority and repeat¬ 
edly informed the people, "This is 
Australia. You are Australians. " Feel¬ 
ings ran higher than ever, and for the 
first time in many years there was talk 
of violence on Norfolk. 

Two months later Mr. Ellicott sud¬ 
denly returned to the Island and announ¬ 
ced that Australia had decided not to 
implement the Nimmo Report after 
all. He asserted again that Norfolk 
was "part of Australia" and would re¬ 
main so- but that Norfolk's law did 
not have to be the same as Australia's, 


1 and a form of self-government would 
I be worked out. 

5: EMERGING 

I After tense negotiations lasting near¬ 
ly a year, Australia enacted the Nor¬ 
folk Island Act 1979, establishing a 
new form of government for the Island. 
The Norfolk Council was not satisfied 
with it because Australia flatly refused 
to acknowledge that the people of the 
Island should be governed by consent, 
insisted that any law made on Norfolk 
| should be cancellable by Australia 
within six months, and appeared to 
claim Norfolk's surrounding ocean zone 
as Australian property. The head of 
the Council said such injustices would 
cause difficulty until they were remov¬ 
ed, but that the Island would never¬ 
theless do all it could to make the 
new arrangement work. 

Since August 1979 Norfolk has had its 
own elected Legislative Assembly, re¬ 
sponsible for initiating laws on virtual¬ 
ly all Island matters. An Australian 
Administrator remains in residence as 
the head of government and the repre¬ 
sentative of Australia, but most day- 
to-day executive decisions in govern¬ 
ing the Island are made by Norfolk 
Ministers elected from within the As¬ 
sembly. The Assembly's range of 
executive authority includes not only 
"municipal" matters, but finance, 
education, the postal system, customs, 
immigration, broadcasting, telephone 
service, electricity generation and 
tourism as well. 

In the first year of the new arrange¬ 
ment the Australian Government pro¬ 
vided many kinds of advisory and tech¬ 
nical assistance to the Assembly, but 
intruded little if at all in the daily 
governing of the Island. The role 
of the resident Australian Administra¬ 
tor changed greatly. Previously the 
Administrator had been the dominant 
figure on the Island, making scores 
of executive decisions, large and 
small, every day. Today the Admini¬ 
strator acts as a link between the As¬ 
sembly and the Australian Government, 
and fills a constitutional role compar¬ 
able in some ways to that of a Gover¬ 
nor-General. The full-time head of 
the Island's administration is now a 
Chief Administrative Officer, appoint¬ 
ed by the Assembly. 

Executive authority over land mat¬ 
ters, law enforcement, the 200-mile 
ocean zone, relations with other Paci¬ 
fic islands and many other facets of 
government is still retained by Aus¬ 
tralia, but a review is to be made by 
mid-1984 to see how and whether the 
Assembly's authority to govern Norfolk 
should be further extended. 




Maria Heaps’ 

staurant 


A LOVELY DINING ROOM 
WITH AN EXTENSIVE 
A LA CARTE MENU.... 


COCKTAIL BAR AND 

A GOOD WINE CELLAR. . 


YOUR HOSTS ARE 
DOUG AND KATE 
MURRA Y 


PLEASE TELEPHONE 
2255 FOR BOOKINGS 


AT THE HILLCREST hOTEL, TAYLOR’S RD. OPEN FOR LUNCH MON 



POCKET, SHEATH & 
STOCK KNIVES 
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Colder ^7 Crafts 

Real mm) leather 

just west of Rawson Hall 

Leather crafts 

BELTS BAGS SANDALS KNIFE POUCHES 


Saddlery - supplies 

SADDLES BRIDLES HEADSTALLS REINS 
STIRRUPS GIRTHS BITS LEAD ROPES 
WHIPS GROOMING AIDS LEATHER DRESS 
INGS CANVAS WATER REPELLANT ETC. 

HIGHLY ADVANTAGEOUS PRICES FOR NEW ZEALANDERS 


Shoe ft 

DONE ON THE PREMISES -- 
IN A HURRY IF NECESSARY 


SADDLE BLANKETS PRETTY ENOUGH TO 
USE AS WALL HANGINGS - Mexican $38, US $18 


LEATHERWARE 

GIFTS 
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IVS A PLEASURE TO WELCOME YOU TO NORFOLK ISLAND 

Here are a few of the many things to see on the island. Enjoy them during the day; you can shop late at the Trading Post 

1 AIRPORT TERMINAL and Air Cargo office 3ISLAND ADMINISTRATION ; Bond Store for spirits 

2 SHOPPING CENTRE, Post Office, Banks, Tourist Board 4 CEMETERY — touching inscriptions on old headstones 

5 BLOODY BRIDGE, site of one of Norfolk's legends 



tramnh mr 


Open Every Day 7.30am-7pm -Friday till 9pm 

We want to help you make the most of your time on Norfolk so we carry freshly-baked Norfolk Island bread.. .eggs.. .teas 
and coffees. ..a complete range of tinned foods...frozen meats, vegetables, fish, sweets, pastries and 'heat-n-serve’ items 
...soft drinks.. .biscuits, crackers and savouries... ice cream... imported cheeses... lollipops... magazines... batteries... 
cigarettes.. .wrapping paper... personal and gift stationery.. .greeting cars.. .bug sprays.. .toothpaste and medicine cabinet 
items.. .novelties.. .mainland newspapersu . .tinopeners.. .candles.. .first aid requirements.. .'olives, pickles, nuts and con¬ 
diments. .. picnic supplies... games... artists' requisites... gourmet foods... sliced luncheon meats... fresh fruits and vegies, 
when Norfolk has them.. .needles and cotton, and almost anything else you've forgotten,every day of the week, early & late. 





The PHILIP ISLAND MIRACLE 


A MIRACLE OF NATURE is occurring 
on Philip Island, just a few miles 
south of Norfolk. 

Almost completely barren, with 
its topsoil eroded into the sea gener¬ 
ations ago, Philip is demonstrating 
that it can make itself green again. 

Its lifeless-looking soil still con¬ 
tains abundant plant seeds that are 
fertile and sprouting after lying 
dormant for years - perhaps even for 
a century or longer. 

Almost 200 years ago officers of 
the British convict settlement on 
Norfolk put rabbits, pigs and goats 
onto Philip, to provide game shoot¬ 
ing there. The animals prolif er¬ 
ated, and literally ate the island 
bare. 

The pigs and goats disappeared 
long ago, but the rabbits have 
persisted. Each summer the rabb¬ 
its become emaciated from lack 
of food, and one by one they die a 
slow, agonising death by starvation 
--except for a few hundred surv¬ 
ivors. In the winter and spring these 


few multiply into a few thousand 
who consume any sprigs of new 
growth that emerge from the ground 
and then gradually starve to death. 

Dr. Peter Coyne, Norfolk's Con¬ 
servator, has interrupted this ugly 
cycle in a few plots of land on 
Philip that were enclosed in rabbit- 
proof fencing beginning in mid- 
1979. 

Norfolk pine, white oak and iron- 
wood seedlings were planted, as 
veil as seeds of those and two other 
native plants, and of rye com. 

Some areas were fertilised. Others 
received no fertiliser. 

Rabbits squeezed through some 
fencing and ate everything that 
was growing. A masked booby 
chick destroyed about 15 pine and 
white oak seedlings. Three iron- 
woods planted in very exposed 
positions died. 

But the rest thrived - and so did 
many species of plants from seeds 
that had been in the earth all along. 

Twenty or more different species 


of plants appeared spontaneously, 
creating dense vegetation on land 
that had looked like bare wasteland 
only five months before. 

In an interim report of the exper¬ 
iments published in October, Dr. 
Coyne says Growth from existing 
sees was apparent in the small 
enclosures erected in autumn 1979, 
but the larger enclosures erected 
in spring 1979 quickly provided 
evidence of the abundance of seed 
in the soil and the capability of 
the soil for supporting plant growth.. 

"All spontaneous regeneration 
so far has been from seed already 
in the soil, but the plants have 
produced vast amounts of seed 
and the second and later generat¬ 
ions should be even more prolific. 

As an example, one sonchus was 
estimated to bear at least 2500 
seeds; if only 2°/c of these produced 
plants a fifty-fold increase would 
result... 

"Soil nutrient content is clearly 
adequate for the many self-sown 



ON NOVEMBER 15TH, 1979, A RABBIT-PROOF FENCE 
WAS PUT UP AROUND A 120-SQUARE-METRE AREA ON 
THE SOUTHWEST SIDE OF PHILIP. EXCEPT FOR SOME 
OLIVE, THE AREA WAS BARE REDDISH EARTH, STREWN 
WITH ROCKS. NOTHING WAS PLANTED; RABBITS WERE 


JUST KEPT OUT. 

ON JUNE 18TH, 1980, THIS PHOTO WAS TAKEN. IN 
FIVE MONTHS THE PROTECTED AREA CONTAINED DENSE 
VEGETATION OF 20 DIFFERENT SPECIES — ALL SPROUTED 
FROM SEEDS THE SOIL STILL CONTAINS FROM THE PAST. 
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species occurring in the enclosures, 
Erosion of Philip's soil has been 
measured by driving metal stakes 
into the ground in eight different 
locations on the island, and mak¬ 
ing periodic measurements. In 
a little over eleven months the 
average soil loss at these eight 


points was measured as averaging 
42mm, or 1.6 inches. At that av¬ 
erage rate, 14 feet of Philip's soil 
would have washed into the sea 
during the past 100 years. 

Dr. Coyne says he is mystified 
by the variety and amount of 
seeds still in the ground. Some, 


he says, could have been eaten 
by starlings, sparrows and pigeons 
on Norfolk and dropped by them on 
Philip. Some of the spontaneously 
generated plants may have been 
from windblown seeds - but Dr. 
Coyne finds it hard to imagine some 
types being windblown. 

For a long time there have been 
reports of vast numbers of green 
shoots on Philip after a rain. But 
the rabbits have nipped these off 
quickly, and none could have sur¬ 
vived to re-.seed. 

The conclusion may be that gre¬ 
at quantities of seed worked into 
the island's soil over the centuries 
before the rabbits were introduced; 
and that each year some of them, 
for some reason, germinate. 

Dr. Coyne's report is that Philip 
can be re-bom if the endless cycle 
of rabbits breeding and starving 
to death is broken for good. 

"The results of the programme 
have already provided spectacular 
evidence of the adverse effect of 
the rabbits, " he writes. "The 
ability of the remaining soil to 
sustain plant growth has also been 
demonstrated. Control of rabbits 
clearly allows considerable re¬ 
generation of plants from seed 
already present, and transplant- 




RESORT & DESIGNER WEAR 
BOUTIQUE 

Imported Clothing & Accessories 

from 

NEW YORK, HONOLULU, MEXICO 

Up driveway opposite Bowling Club 
Major Credit Cards Accepted 



COMPAGNIE DES CHARGEURS CALEDONIENS 


S.A. 37.890.000CFP/Registered Off¬ 
ice NOUMEA/R.C. no. 69 B 2903 


OPERATING A FOUR-WEEKLY SERVICE from SYDNEY and from AU CKLA ND/T AU R A N G A 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN SYDNEY ; Hetherington Kingsbury Pty. Ltd, 37 Pitt St., Tel. 27.1671 
C.C.C. AGENTS IN AUCKLAND; Sofrana Unilines, 42 Customs Street, Tel. 73279 


C.C.C. AGENTS IN NORFOLK ISLAND; 


South Pacific Shipping Company (N.I.) Limited 


Telephone 2131 (Ken or Enid) 2 018 (Geoff) 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Nov 20-Dec 18,1980 


30 
















ing suitable trees on the island has 
been shown to be highly successful. 
Revegetation and erosion control 
have been shown to be possible on 
much of the island provided grazing 
by rabbits is prevented. " 

"Control” of the rabbits obviously 
means destroying them. Reports 
from Australia indicate that the 
most practical and humane way of 
doing this is to introduce a new 
strain of the disease myxomatosis, 
which is particular to rabbits and is 
fatal within several days. 

Objections to using myxomatosis 
have been raised in the past by 
people who are sympathetic toward 
animals and oppose inflicting any 
suffering on them. The type of 
myxomatosis originally used in 
Australia caused a lingering death 
to rabbits, and was considered un¬ 
acceptably cruel by some reason¬ 
able people. 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 


With the development of the quick 
killing strain of the disease, people 
who are genuinely concerned about 
the animals will find themselves 
in favour of a complete rabbit er¬ 


adication program on Philip Island. 
Myxomatosis will mean two or 
three days of suffering, and then 
death, for a few hundred rabbits 
on the island at the end of one 
summer. Witholding the myxomat¬ 
osis will mean months of suffering 
through starvation, and then death, 
for thousands of rabbits, summer 
after summer, forever. 

An extermination program thus 
seems called for, purely on the 
grounds of concern for untold animal 
suffering, which could be prevented 
without much cost or difficulty. 

The regeneration of Philip Island 
that would result could be one of 
the wonders of the South Pacific, 
and would be of serious scientific 
interest all over the world. Some 
years ago a small new volcanic 
island appeared in the North At¬ 
lantic, and gradually began acquiring 
plant and bird life. It was watched 
with fascination by the internation¬ 
al scientific community and the 
world’s press. 

The re-greening of Philip, two 
centuries after its ecology was 
shattered by colonial prison officers, 
could hold a similar fascination and 
could add a whole new element of 
interest to our already extraordinary 
Norfolk Island. 


Ws your * 
Island m 



keep 

tlorfotk 

dean! 



ON A HARD, STEEP SURFACE UP NEAR THE SKYLINE OF 
PHILIP AS SEEN FROM NORFOLK, AN AREA OF 72 SQUARE 
METRES WAS FENCED AND SCATTERED WITH RYE CORN 


SEED AND NPK FERTILIZER ON APRIL 23RD, 1980. THE 
SOIL WAS NOT CULTIVATED. LESS THAN THREE MONTHS 
LATER, ON APRIL 23RD, THE CROP LOOKED LIKE THIS. 
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Norfolk Islands 
only Specialty 
Menswear store 

opposite Burns Philp 

/'always IN STOCK, A FINE RANGE OF SLACKS FROM AMERICA 
UNDER THE "CAMPUS" AND "CANYON" LABELS. 

/FROM AUSTRALIA, A PRESTIGE SHIRT BY "VAN HEUSEN". 
/'GOOD STOCKS OF "BONDS" UNDERWEAR AND KNITTED TOPS. 

/a FINE SELECTION OF AMERICAN JEANS - BOTH FASHION AND 
WESTERN-STYLE WORK JEANS. 

/jAEGER -- TOP ENGLISH PULLOVERS AND CARDIGANS AT BIG 
SAVINGS AGAINST MAINLAND PRICES. 


International 


FOR FRIENDLY AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 



Sir, 

Recently I suffered an accident on 
Norfolk Island. It seems it will be 
a long time before I can come to 
personally thank all those people 
who helped me* I would like to do 
it through the Norfolk News. 

To the people who found me and 
got medical help, the doctors and 
staff at the hospital, Dr. Sexton who 
was with me on the flight to Ausk- 
land and to any other people who 
helped in any way that 1 am not 
aware of, my most sincere thank 
you. Thank you too to those 
people who have sent messages and 
flowers to Auckland Hospital. 

I am gradually getting better so 
I hope to see you all back at Nor¬ 
folk Island in the not too distant 
future. 

Susan Scott 
Auckland. 


T. Guan Liat, a 27-year-old Malay¬ 
sian salesman, would welcome a Nor¬ 
folk pen-friend. His address is 49 
Evergreen Rd., Penang, Malaysia. 



SOUTH SI 
GUIDE 


A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF INSTANT INFORMATION 
FROM THE EDITORS OF PACIFIC ISLANDS MONTHLY 


the 

fascinating 
world of the 
South Seas 


The SOUTH SEAS GUIDE 
includes 21 maps, and covers these islands: 


American Samoa 
Western Samoa 
Cook Islands 
Fjji 

Kiribati 

Guam 

Nauru 

New Caledonia 


New Hebrides 
Niue 

Norfolk Island 

Papua New Guinea 

Solomon Islands 

Tahiti 

Tonga 

Tuvalu 


AT NORFOLK SHOPS ONLY *4 
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IN BRITAIN, ANCIENT HERITAGE IS LITERALLY BEING TRAMPLED UNDERFOOT 


“SAVE TOUR INDUSTRY FROM ITSELF” 


THE NORFOLK Conservation Society 
made a written submission to the Sel¬ 
ect Committee inquiring into tourism 
in October. 

The Society’s point of view is that 
no one wants to damage Norfolk, but 
the Island is being damaged all the 
same - and it's time we woke up to 
ourselves. 

Excerpts from the submission: 

H IT IS EVIDENT there are inher¬ 
ent contradictions involved in tour¬ 
ism that make it mandatory that 
careful consideration be given to 
all aspects of the Island’s environ¬ 
ment - if only for one important 
reason - the more unspoilt it is the 
greater its tourist potential. It is 
hoped that the Norfolk Island 
Conservation Society does not 
appear to be opposed to tourism 
but that we as citizen conservat¬ 
ionists are actually working to 
save the tourist industry from itself..* 

"Originally Norfolk Island had 174 
native plant and tree species with 
51 of these endemic. The land 
bird species - 23 native with 14 
endemic. 

"Norfolk Island is an important 
tropical seabird nesting location 
with 11 species nesting here each 
season. Some of these species are 
not readily seen in other locations. 

"The wildlife is limited in species 
yet rich in distinctive forms in 
the way characteristic of small 
oceanic islands. Therefore in terms 
of its size the island is relatively 
rich in outstanding and interesting 
species. 

"Norfolk Island when first dis¬ 
covered must have been a true 
nature wonderland and although 
now considerably modified can 
still provide the "wilderness" 
experience that so many people 
are seeking today... 

"There are not many subtropical 
oceanic islands that can easily be 
visited and where a unique and 
interesting subtropical and tropical 
wildlife can still be seen. Some of 
these species may not be able to 
be seen anywhere else by the ord¬ 
inary traveller. At the same time 
the visitor can enjoy these in a 
setting of peace and solitude. 

Norfolk Island should therefore 
strive to protect these values or 
qualities. Norfolk Island must re¬ 
main a ’special* resort with - qual¬ 
ity of tourist not numbers which will 
destroy the values - calling for 


those who have a genuine interest 
in the unique characteristics. 

Norfolk Island should never become 
a ’stopover' place. Unless numbers 
are controlled these values will 
disappear as signs already indicate. 

"In the book, ’The Great Pacific 
Rip-Off’, by Robert Wenkam, p.8, 

* tourism has become an undustry 
symbolic of scenic trespass, overuse, 
and environmental exploitation, 
claiming to be a clean industry 
when compared with conventional 

industrial activity, its traffic 
noise, jet exhaust fumes, highway 
construction and reckless destruct¬ 
ion of visual beauty are seldom 
mentioned when adding up the fina¬ 
ncial gains.' 

"If Norfolk Island is to remain 
a holiday resort of first-rate qual¬ 
ity a serious action and considerat¬ 
ion of conservation issues must take 
place including a limit on permanent 
population and annual tourist num¬ 
bers. Aconservation program includ- 
the field of landscape and Town and 
Country Planning should be urgently 
implemented... 

"Warnings and recommendations 
were made in 19o8 by the A.C. F. 
and contained in their Number 1 
Report. These matters have not 
been positively followed up. The 
Island was then on the brink of 
unplanned development and to 
quote, ’there are already signs that 


this development will follow a 
course which has already ruined so 
many resorts.in Australia and New 
Zealand. We wish to remind the 
islander and settlers to realize 
before it is too late, that they are 
the guardians of a unique island, 
the preservation of which requires 
continued vigilance. * Perhaps 
we need to be reminded of this in 
1980. 

*To further quote from A.C.F. re 
arguments for conservation - ’at 
present we cannot argue that the 
other endemic plant and animal 
species are of commercial import¬ 
ance - although who knows what 
value will be set upon them by 
our successors? There is, however, 
one very strong argument for their 
preservation in communities - the 
growth of tourism, which is one 
of the main industries of the world. 
With the increase in living stand¬ 
ards, of leisure and diffusion of 
education, more and more people 
are demanding the conservation of 
wilderness and wildlife as a source 
of interest and enjoyment. The 
economy of Norfolk Island cannot 
be permanently ensured if develop¬ 
ment is merely directed towards 
the provision of pleasant hotel 
accommodation, the sale of tax 
free liquor, cameras, transistors 
and tourist trash, the extension of 
tourist roads for those who can 


NORFOLK ISLAND 
ADMINISTRATION 

A! the request of the Administrator of Norfolk Island 
and the Norfolk Island l egislative Assembly. I. John 
Derrick Ovmgton. Director of National Parks and 
Wildlife, hereby give notice that -- 

(a) I intend to prepare a plan of management 
in respect of the Mount Pitt Reserve, Nor 
folk Island, for submission to the Admims 
trator and the legislative Assembly: 

(b) interested persons are invited to make 
representations in connection with Ihe pro 
posed plan by 10th December. 1980; 

(c) such representations may be forwarded to: 

The Director of Notional Parks and Wildbfe, 
tox 636. P.O., 

Canberra City. A C T. 2601 

or to: 

The Conservator. Box 310. P.O.. 

NorfoBc Island. South Pacific IBM. 

Dr Peter Coyne. 11 Quality tow. Kingston. 
NorfoRc Island (Phone 2003). 

DATED this 9th day of September. 1980 

Professor J. D. Ovington, 
Director of Notional Parks and WRdlife 
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enjoy motoring over a continent. 
Tourists - like radio and TV aud¬ 
iences need more than light ent¬ 
ertainment and snippets of inform¬ 
ation; increasingly they will demand 
an adult program providing intell¬ 
ectual and aesthetic satisfaction. 

On Norfolk Island it will be nec¬ 
essary to provide additional inter¬ 
ests, to conserve the scenery, the 
groves of pines and oaks along the 
cliffs, to maintain a national park 
in the hills so as to attract a more 
varied group of visitors. The whole 
economic future of the island is 
bound up with an overall policy of 
conservation - of its waters, soils 
and pastures, its forests, birds and 
plants, its fascinating landscape, 
its historical and architectural 
survivals. v . .. 

"The ’Bulletin* dated October 30 
1979, has an article entitled 'History 
Dying Under the Tourist's Feet' ... 
'Britain *s ancient heritage is being 
trampled underfoot - literally. 

The well-shod feet of millions of 
tourists have wreaked more ruin in 
the past 10 years than all the cent¬ 
uries that have passed slice Emperor 
Hadrian built his famous Roman 
Wall in 122 A. D,..., not far away, 
Beatrix Potter's hilltop cottage in 
the Lake district, built to house 
two adults and two children, has 
100, 000 tourists trampling through 
it every year. The stone floors are 
wearing through to the soil, the 
walls are cracking and the roof is 
sagging... Anne Hathaway's cottage 
has its staircase renewed every 
four or five years...' 

"'It would be ironical if these 
visitors in their search for history sh¬ 
ould be found to have destroyed 
history, but in my view this is 
what is happening. 

" *.. yet those who are destroying 
what they come to see are innocent 
as individuals. If collectively and 
cumulatively they erode Britain’s 
heritage the British are the last 
people to ask them to stop coming 
for they spend around $20M/day 
while they are walking over the 
graves of heroes and poets. 

"Norfolk Island's environment 
and wildlife is unique and interest¬ 
ing; if protected from overdevel¬ 
opment, as a viable living museum 
of indigenous species combined 
with restful scenery it could become 
a holiday resort of first rate qual¬ 
ity for those who wish to experience 
something different. The retention 
and protection of these sought 
after values will mean Norfolk 
Island will not need to resort to 
artificial means to attract visitors." 



Something to 
Smile about 

from Susy 



AMONGST THE NICE things about 
living here on Norfolk Island is that 
from the constant turnover of visitors 
we get to meet all sorts of inter¬ 
esting and sometimes quite famous 
people. 

A highlight last month was meeting 
Michael Pate (having watched him 
for years in movies and the Matlock 
T. V. series.) He is now a prod¬ 
ucer, and was the producer of Coll¬ 
een McCullough's "Tim". Eric 
Jupp, by the way, was the musical 
director. 

Michael and his wife Fellipa 
enjoyed unwinding here for one short 
week, and during that time Michael 
spent some very relaxing hours on 
our golf course. He is a very keen 
golfer and thought our course was 
great(meadow muffins and all.) 

Joyce and Allen Dyer gave a 
cocktail party in their lovely 
garden at 'The Acre" so that mem¬ 
bers of the Norfolk Amateur Theat¬ 
rical Society could meet the Pates 
(his wife, an American, also has 
a theatrical background). Of 
course everyone attended, from the 
ticket seller to the leading lady. 

Thelma Delaney, who is pres¬ 
ident of the Arts and Crafts Club 
in Rotarua, has also been holidaying 
here, and spending her days leisurely 
sketching scenery, old houses and 
all sorts of objects of interest. 

On returning home she paints in 
oils and water colours and has her 
own showings. 

Thelma plans to return to Nor¬ 
folk April next, and perhaps con¬ 
duct weekend work shops in con¬ 
junction with our Arts and Crafts 
Club here. 

All those who attended the cocktails 
and nibbles for the re-location of 
"Rags" would heartily agree that 
Kerry Cope and her mother Nancy 
A fjes must be congratulated 
after all their successful hard work. 
Just the right atmosphere was 
created for the Grand Opening. 

Music playing as you entered the 
original "Rags" shop, with just 
a few store models here and there 
displaying the current spring 
fashions. Wide, brightly carpeted 


stairs (with another eye catching 
sun frock as the stairs turned) 
the way down to the large and 
tastefully designed showroom, 
packed to capacity with groups 
of chatting prospective customers 
and much activity in the fitting 
rooms. 

I really felt that this was late 
night shopping in a city somewhee. 

A lot of thought had obviously gone 
into the selection of stock for all 
ages, for both men and women, 
but especially for the teenagers who 
to date have been neglected 
fashion-wise. Now they can make 
a choice from swimwear and leis¬ 
ure wear, shorts and tops and 
frocks and lots of accessories like 
colourful bangles and belts. 

I know credit cards are accepted 
because as I was congratulating 
and bidding my farewells to 
Nancy and Kerry, a very happy 
size twelve asked if they would 
please hold this red jump suit 
until she dashed to the car for 
her bankcard. 

Every magazine we pick up these 
days seems to contain the latest 
well-proven diet. Well I actually 
met a visitor from New Zealand 
who has lost eight stone (sounds 
better than forty eight kilos). 

Yes, she attended weight watchers, 
and with their diet and brisk 
walking each day, she was able to 
lose this over a period of two years. 
She has great pride in showing a 
photo she carries of herself when 
the scales showed twenty stones. 

At present she is the exact weight 
as she vas at eleven years of age. 

She explained that she has had a 
life time of picking between meals, 
and the desire to do this is always 
present; to prevent, this, she ties 
a scarf around her mouth whilst 
she is baking; or if she has a vis¬ 
itor she asks if they would mind if 
she bakes for the family whilst 
they are talking together. 

She has one stone to lose to make 
her goal weight, then she receives 
her second diamond pin from Weight 
Watchers' InternationaJ. Her 
first she received after losing her 
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first one hundred pounds. 

Max Inglis returned from Sydney 
with specialist's instructions to lose 
six pounds - the diet is a Lulu - 
eat what ever you fancy - the 
catch though - restrict the quant¬ 
ities. All this diet patter reminds 
me of a lady I read about recently 
She was wearing a dress she was 
poured into but didift say when. 

Lots of our regular visitors are 
here at present. Dr Derrick and 
Joan Scanlon are back for the sec¬ 
ond time this year; and staying 
with the Lambies at Cutters Corn. 

At Fletcher Christian Apartments 
for their eighth visit are Loma and 
George Sonnenberg from Balwyn 
Victoria, arriving in time for show 
day and spending the whole month. 
Yes, spending all the time. 

Yvonne and Charles Beresford 
from Auckland have just returned 
with niece Karen and nephew And¬ 
rew from Kerri Kerri, so enjoying 
lots of beach and picnics this trip 
and staying at Pine Valley. 

"Ponderosa" have just welcomed 
back Phyllis and Keith Ross for 
their eighth visit, and whilst here 
Keith has had his sixty fourth 
birthday which was celebrated at 
Anson Bay cliff top with barbeque 
chef Ron Campion doing the honours. 

Seems the most talked about 
subject around town lately has to 
be Transcendental Meditation. 

I did attend an orientation lecture 
and am sure that T. M„ has been a 
help to numerous people for varied 
reasons. As to the worries by some in 
the community that T.M. is a rel¬ 
igious cult - am sure if people 
who attended the course were 
asked this question their answer 
would be that they were not in¬ 
doctrinated into some strange 
religious cult. 

Thomas Knoles is one of the 
senior teachers in Australia and 
during his lecture explained T.M. 
its origin and benefits, and answ¬ 
ered many questions; and if he had 
added - " You too can have a face 
like mine" - he would have had 
another member for sure. 

Tom has travelled the world most 
of his life with his father, who, 
until retirement two years ago, was 
a general in the U. S. airforce. 

Any of you travellers can say "Hello” 
when in San Diego, California as 
Tom's father manages the Air Mus¬ 
eum there. 

Charles and Vera Hunt are about to 
depart for a three weeks stay in the 
Philipines, the main purpose of 
their visit is to attend the wedding 
of Charles* son Peter. (The wedding 


to be held at the famed Manila 
Club.) 

Charles Strauss is still enjoying his 
holiday in Airlie Beach and surr¬ 
ounding areas, boating, fishing 
and catching up with old friends. 

Congratulations to Meryl Robb 
and Paul Turnbull on their engage¬ 
ment. Meryl is at the Bank of 
New South Wales and Paul is a 
builder with Graham Woolley; 
and they celebrated their engagement 
with their many friends at a barbe¬ 
que at the compound on Sunday 
October, 26th when the sun shone 
brightly for the first time after the 
week of lovely rain. 

Mary and Ray Spreag have re¬ 
located their "Frank's Mansworld" 
store into bigger premises two 
doors from the old shop. 

Ron Campion has moved the 
"Browse About" up town, and has 
done quite something with the 
interior decor. 

The International Shop has a 
very smart new facade. Burnt 
Pine is really brightening up. 

Hope those cattle stops will soon 
be installed down town so that we 
will then see flowers and shrubs 
along the shopping centre. 

Aren't we fortunate to have a 


Sgt. of Police who is interested 
in organizing entertainment for 
youth of the Island (not forgetting 
the constables who give up so 
much of their time also). Bernie 
was absent from the Island for a 
few weeks recently for medical 
reasons and during that time a 
band of very willing workers carr¬ 
ied on the Disco and roller skating 
and Bernie would like to person¬ 
ally thank, through this paper, 

Jan Crabtree, Chloe, Deanne 
Fitzpatrick, Carol Smith and 
Paul Dehlsen. 

The sun always shines for Show 
Day and after examining all the 
exhibits from the clever people 
who live here, I am always left 
with a feeling of inadequacy ■ - 
and this year was no exception. 

Why can't I ride a horse as well 
as Trudy Irvine? or bake like 
Marie Freshwater, arrange flowers 
like Vera hunt? I've tried to make 
marmalade "but" the peel 
refuses to stay in neat circles - but 
Gourdie Beveridge never fails. I’m 
a devil for punishment though - 
last weekend, the Red Cross served 
afternoon tea in Hazel Martin's 
prize winning garden. Hope you 
were there. 




GOOD READING 

1 1-1 


‘GOD’S GENTLEMEN’ 

THE COLOURFUL, TOUCHING AND SCHOL¬ 
ARLY HISTORY OF THE MELANESIAN MIS¬ 
SION, WHICH STARTED IN NEW ZEALAND 
AND LEFT ST. BARNABAS CHAPEL BEHIND 
ON NORFOLK. "ADDS A NEW DIMENSION 
TO A NORFOLK HOLIDAY", SAID ThE RE¬ 
VIEW IN ’THE NEWS’. 

$14.95 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS, NEWSAGENCY, BURNS 
PHILP, SOUTH PACIFIC HOTEL ShOP. 


‘SOUTH PACIFIC DOSSIER’ 

A COMPACT, UP-TO-DATE COOKS TOUR 
OF ALMOST ALL ThE OTHER ISLANDS OF 
THE SOUTH PACIFIC - AS SEEN BY THE 
PEOPLE WHO LIVE THERE, NOT BY FOUR- 
DAY-VISIT TRAVEL WRITERS. 

$4.25 AT THE TRADING POST, NOR¬ 
FOLK SOUVENIRS. 
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This food 

becomes a blender 


Here are two appliances. 
But you’re not paying 
for two. 


GENERAL|p electric 

’Trade Mark General Electric Company U S A. 
World's Largest Electrical Enterprise 



Because the same 
motor powers both of them ! 

Which saves you money 
not to mention cupboard 
space. 



International Di y Free 
Sporting Gift Centre 













processor 

in just 10 seconds. 



AND SEE OUR RANGE 


This motor has real muscles. 
Because it uses gears instead of 
belts that can slip. 

So good, it comes with an 
exceptional motor warranty. 

And boy, does it work. 

Click. 

It’s a food processor that 
slices 

chops 
shreds 

grates 

grinds 
and 

minces. 


COME IN 


Click again. 

It’s a blender that 
stirs 
purees 

blends 


liq uefies 
and crushes ice . 

All you need now are 
the recipes. 

And GE gives them 
to you. 

You get 
a 160 page, 
full-colour 
cook-book 
at no ex tra 
charge . 


CROCK POTS FROM $27.95 

KETTLES FROM $20.95 
HAIRDRYERS FROM $15.95 

STEAM IRONS FROM $18.95 



International Duty Free 
Sporting Gift Centre 



















A talk with the 
Administrator 


AS THE AUSTRALIAN election 
results gradually rolled in and it 
became evident that die Fraser 
Government had been returned to 
office for another three yean, 
most of Norfolk breathed a sigh of 
relief. 

A Labor Party had been predicted 
by the opinion polls. That would 
have put the Island into another 
period of upheaval - a new Minis¬ 
ter, no doubt a new Administrator, 
perhaps a new administering Dep¬ 
artment, and quite possibly a 
whole new battle about Norfolk's 
being integrated into Australia. 

Years ago, after Harry Truman 
was quite unexpectedly re-elected 
totheU.S, presidency. Bob 
Hope sent a one-word congrat¬ 
ulatory telegram to the White 
House. It said "UNPACK". 

Last month, pleased that Mr. 

W. P. Coleman would obviously 
be staying on a while as Norfolk's 
Administrator, we allowed a few 
days for him to unpack and then 
asked if he would consent to a 
low-key, straight-up-and-down 
interview about his recently - 
completed first year in office. 

The conversation wandered over 
many subjects and yielded some 
intriguing snippets of news and 
a few forecasts. 


THE JOB OF being Administrat¬ 
or changed greatly with Mr. Cole¬ 
man's appointment last year. His 
predecessor, Mr. Desmond Vincent 
O'Leary, was the last in a long 
line of Administrators who ran 
Norfolk as if it were a small 
conquered territory. Some were 
genlle, some were not - but each 
one was , for a period, the gov¬ 
ernment here. Into the Admin¬ 
istrator's office flowed every key 
question in the administration of 
the Island; from his voice or his 
pen, every key answer flowed. 

The people of the Island were 
allowed to elect a Council, but 
it existed only to offer advice to 


the Administrator, a fact he 
frequently made clear as he 
chaired the Council's monthly 
meetings. 

It's very different now. Most 
of the decisions that used to be 
made by the Administrator are 
now made by the Assembly, or 
one of its Ministers, or by Nor¬ 
folk Public Service officers. 

The Administrator's old office 
on the first floor of the Admin 
Building is now occupied by 
Malcolm Bains, and it's a diff¬ 
erent office than it used to be. 

As head of the Public Service 
Mr. Bains follows a sensible, 
effective policy - quite radical, 
for Norfolk - of wanting every 
decision to be made as quickly as 
possible, at the lowest possible 
echelon. The Administrator isn't 
even in the Admin Building any 
more. He works in the removed 
quiet of the old Officers* Quarters, 
next door. 

The elected Assembly runs its 
own meeting^. The Administrator's 
voice is no longer heard. He's 
in his office, listening to the broad¬ 
cast of the meeting, like anyone 
else. 

’•It's very much a transition 
period for the Norfolk Administ¬ 
rator, " Mr. Coleman says. ”A 
good deal of power has been trans¬ 
ferred to the Assembly. It's int¬ 
ended that consideration will be 
given to transferring further powers 
as well. Meanwhile, a number of 
these powers are being exercised 
in consultation with the Assembly. 

"After my time, if things go 
according to plan, the Administ¬ 
rator's job will be increasingly 
vice-regalised, 

"The job as it is now is fairly 
busy and demanding - with some 
slack periods - but if all the ret¬ 
ained powers are transferred to the 
Assembly, the Administrator's job 
will have become entirely vice¬ 
regal. I have some difficulty in 
envisaging that, in such a small 
community... it would have to be 
a job for a retired man." 

IN THE OLD DAYS it would have 
been a silly question to ask an 
Administrator how he kept inform¬ 
ed about what was happening on 
Norfolk - he himself was deciding 
what would happen, every day. 

Mr. Coleman keeps in touch 
through a reasonably steady flow 
of meetings and discussions with 
Assembly and public service off¬ 
icers on matters where Australia 
retains executive authority; and 


in a variety of other ways. 

"A lot of private citizens come 
in for a chat," he says. 

"I get a lot of phone calls, and per¬ 
sonal calls. 

"I'm in Burnt Pine every day, 
and find myself talking with 
people there. 

"I go to organisation meetings- 
the service clubs, sporting clibs 
- though certainly don't go to 
all of diem. 

"We have a certain amount of 
social life. 

"I keep in touch with the school, 
and the hospital, and the police - 
and of course with Malcolm Bains, 
and Section Heads and the OTC, 
and the Department of Transport. 

"But 1 think it’s better if the 
public think of their Assembly 
Members as their elected repres¬ 
entatives. They should be more 
visible than the Administrator." 


HOW DOES he stay current with 
world events? 

"I listen to the ABC, and various 
overseas services - the Voice of 
America, for example, during 
the political conventions there, 
but the reception isn't very good, 
and it's too much of a strain to 
listen to it regularly. 

"I subscribe to a lot of magaz¬ 
ines. The New York Times weekly 
magazine, which the Age, in 
Melbourne, offers. TIME magaz¬ 
ine. A lot of overseas journals 
of opinion. 

"Actually I'm getting more world 
news and comment here than I"ve 
ever had in my life." 

STAYING IN touch with Canberra 
is ’ho problem at all, " he says. 

"We use the telex a lot. The 
phone has been there for donkey's 
years, but the telex is a tremend¬ 
ous aid to communication. There 
is no excuse for an Administrator's 
being out of touch with Depart¬ 
mental policies, decisions or 
proposals." 

THE NORFOLK Annual Report 
had been requiring his attention 
during the previous few weeks. 

It is expected to be tabled in the 
Australian Parliament in Novem¬ 
ber. The cover design will be the 
crossed flags of Norfolk and Aust¬ 
ralia. 

Whose annual report will it be? 
With the Island's emergence into 
"a form of" self-government, 
and the Assembly responsible for 
public moneys, would it be a 
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report from the Assembly to the 
public? 

"It is a report by the Admin- ‘ 
istrator to the Minister for Home 
Affairs, " Mr. Coleman says. 

In that case, will the Island be 
expected to pay for it? 

"I don’t know. We’re trying to 
find that out. It has been an 
Administration expense in the 
past. There may be a case for 
saying that the cost should be 
shared." 

THE PUBLIC Service Board, of 
which the Administrator is chair¬ 
man, has been time-consuming 
lately, Mr. Coleman says. 

The three members of the Board 
went to Sydney to interview three 
management consulting firms who 
were on the short list for doing 
the forthcoming full-scale review 
of the Island’s public service. 

After the interviews, the Board 
had to start preparing a report to 
the Assembly on what the onsult- 
ants said, and which firm the 
Board favours. The Assembly 
will be asked to make the final 
decision. 

The Board has met 14 times in 
the last financial year - more 
frequently lately, Mr. Coleman 
says, because of the disagree¬ 
ment between the Board and the 
Assembly on public service salary 
policies. 

"The Board hopes that an indep¬ 
endent salary review and recomm¬ 
endation will carry more weight 
than the Board’s own policy, which 
the Assembly never endorsed, " 
he says. 

Should the Board issue some sort 
of annual report about its actions 
and decisions during the year? 

"I don’t see why not, " Mr. Cole¬ 
man says. "We thought there 
might be such a thing, as an 
appendix to the Island annual report. 
That didp’t work out, although 
there is a section about the Public 
Service Board. " 

The public service officers* 
representative on the Board, 

Bryan Bates, keeps them informed 
about what is happening on the 
Board - shouldn't the Board as a 
whole have a similar duty to 
report to the community as a whole, 
which has an equally legitimate 
interest in what is happening? 

"I accept that completely, " Mr. 
Coleman says. "It is a good 
point. " 

LAND SUBDIVISION applic¬ 
ations have been an active part’ 
of the Administrator's routine 



WlT'S SURPRISING HOW GOOD THE LOW-DUTY 
SHOPPING CAN BE ON NORFOLK, IF YOU LEARN 
WHERE TO LOOK. MY TWIN SHOPS AT THE TOP 
OF NORFOLK VILLAGE ARE AIMED AT THE VERY 
TOP OF THE MARKET: CLOTHING, ACCESSORIES, 
FURNISHINGS AND GIFTS OF WORLD QUALITY 
FOR-DISCERNING BA RGA IN-HUNTERS AND FOR 
THEIR TASTEFUL HOMES. WE'LL BE PLEASED 
TO SEE YOU. ” 

FOR WOMEN, IN OUR "PARIS BOUTIQUE" — 

LANCdME COSMETICS 
KIO JERSEY 
BUXTON LEATHER 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING HAWAIIAN FROCKS AND SWIMWEAR 
FOR MEN, AND FOR YOUR HOME, IN "THE GALLERY"— 

ROYAL DOULTON AND OTHER ENGLISH FINE BONE CHINA 
AQUASCUTUM SUITS AND OUTERWEAR 
ROBERT BUCK SHIRTS AND SHORTS 

AND MUCH MORE, INCLUDING WEBB & CORBETT CUT GLASS 



BOUTIQUF. 


■gait® 

MASTBVfECES FROM 
AROUND THE WORLD 


TELEPHONE 2358 
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over the past year. There have 
been about 15 applications- 
"including major ones, with large 
numbers of blocks, and some 
small family ones, " according to 
Mr. Coleman. Of these, nine 
have been approved, two dis¬ 
approved, and two withdrawn - 
with the others still under 
consideration. 

We talked with Mr. Coleman 
about the fact that, to ordinary 
residents of the Island, land sub¬ 
division approvals seem to be 
carried out in secret. Until last 
year, building applications had 
been surrounded in similar sec¬ 
recy: no one knew who got them or 
who was refused, or why - and this 
created a breeding-ground for 
suspicions of special favours. Since 
the Assembly took charge of 
building controls, all building 
applications have been Gazetted, 
with ten days allowed for public 
comment or objection before a 
decision is made. All decisions 
are then Gazetted, with reasons 
given in the case of an applicat¬ 
ion refused. 

Wouldn't a similar procedure for 
all land subdivision applications be 
an equally good idea? 



MR. COLEMAN 


"On the precedent of the Build¬ 
ing Board's experience, it is well 
worth considering the Gazettal of 
subdivision applications, " Mr. 
Coleman says. 


THERE HAVE BEEN a lot of 
Commonwealth public servants 
visiting Norfolk during the past 


HandcrQfted 
local pottefy 


Fresh from the kiln 



AT THE OLD HOUSE BEING RESTORED AT THE 
END OF THE TAR SEAL ON SELWYN PINE ROAD 


year, in connection with the 
airport upgrading, restoration 
work at Kingston, and other 
matters. 

"We've calculated that their 
transport costs, fares, and acc¬ 
ommodation of the Island have 
added up to around $1, 000, 000 
in the past year, " Mr. Coleman 
says. "That doesn't count their 
salaries, or time spent in their own 
offices in connection with their 
visits. " 


THE DEPARTMENT of Home Affairs 
officers concerned with Norfolk in 
Canberra these days are Dr. Don 
McMichael, the Secretary; Bill 
McCasker, 1st Assistant Secret¬ 
ary; Bill Syrette; and John Nicho- 
son. Peter Ilyk , who devel¬ 
oped a very sensitive understanding 
of the Island during his term as 
Official Secretary here, is no 
longer with the Department. He 
is now part of the Department 
of Science and the Environment. 


NORFOLK'S Executive Council - 
the Assembly Ministers, chaired 
by the Administrator - meets in 
secret but its decisions result in 
items for the Gazette. 

"Formally, 1 convene the meet¬ 
ings, " Mr. Coleman says, "but it's 
done to suit the executive members. 

"The Official Secretary prepares 
the papers, 24 hours ahead. The 
meetings are held soon after each 
Assembly meeting. 

"They are usually quite short and 
routine. They lead to my giving 
assent to a law on certain matters, 
or reserving assent for the Govern¬ 
or General's pleasure on other 
matters - or making regulations, 
or Executive Arrangement Orders, 
or making residency application 
grants. 

"The theory is that if there is to 
be disagreement, it should be 
ironed out beforehand, so that in 
the Executive Council meeting, 
things move very smoothly. " 


MR. COLEMAN was planning to 
leave a few days after the inter- 
viewfor a short trip to Chicago, 
where he was to have discussions 
about getting access to some 
private archives for information 
for a book he is considering 
writing. 

"You have to look ahead, " he 
said. 
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Norfolk 


"MY FAVOURITE item in our 
collection is the bride's nightgown- 
it even has a train on it, " says 
Kathy Davies, co-owner with her 
husband, Karl, of the new Bounty 
Folk Museum at Middlegate. 

"I am very sentimental and love 
the thought that someone went to 
all the trouble to sew it. It really 
looks too good to wear." 

This beautiful garment (and most 
everything in the newly opened 
museum) has to do with the Islanders’ 
genuine heritage. The wedding 
dress came from Pitcairn, home 
of the ancestors of the present day 
Norfolk Islanders. 

Large photographs handsomely 
displayed everywhere are Karl's 
pride and joy and there is one steel 
engraving, 190 years old, which 
he is particularly fond of. 

"He loves the lot, " says his wife. 
"He gets excited everytime he 
comes up here." 

The new museum is of interest 
to young and old, mainlanders, 
Pitcairners, tourists. 

As you enter you'll first notice 
a small section of the original 
outside wall which has been re¬ 
stored to show our beautiful Nor¬ 
folk Pine and the silky patina it 
acquires after loving hands have 
worked with it. 

Also, a section of the floor in 
the front room has been restored, 
revealing beautiful wide floor 
boards of Norfolk Pine. 

Karl and Kathy Davies came 
back to live on Norfolk in April 
of this year. They were living up 
in Ballina, Queensland. They 
owned a beautiful 30 foot ketch 
which they tripped around in. 

"It had everything - even a 
double sink in the galley and a 
stand-up shower. It seemed to 
have been made with a female 
in mind, " Kathy recalls. 

"We went up north to the Whit¬ 
sundays and while on the trip - 
sitting up in Townsville, we 
started to talk about the glass 
plate negatives that Karl had 
bought from Roy Bell, who was 
a beautiful photographer on the 
island. 



"Karl was the photographer here 
on Norfolk in a little shop across 
the road from the museum about 
20 years ago. It was because of 
this that he had the opportunity to 
buy the glass plate negatives from 
Roy. " 

While talking about these neg¬ 
atives both Kathy and Karl felt 
they really belonged on Norfolk 
and they should do something 
about them. 


n offoflc 

WITH ALICE HOWARD 


"By the time we got down to 
Moolooaba our thoughts were of 
starting a museum" 

Both have always been interested 
in Norfolk and Karl had always 
felt an urge to come back 
"But, "says Kathy, "until I sort 
of really felt it too, he didn't 
suggest doing it. It's really like 
a piece of heaven, isn't it? You 
can lead your own life here and 
you can be what you want to be." 

They decided to sell their boat 
and come back. Karl had kept 
the negatives wrapped in special 
paper. He had printed a couple 
of them 15 years ago and they were 
superb. 

"Karl's pet has always been the 
photo of the "Bounty Kettle". 

When the Davies arrived in April 
of this year, they quickly found 
the building which is the site of 
their museum. They had gone into 
buy a car from Jack Fitzpatrick 
and he said there were no cars 
available, but would they like to 


LIVING 


buy a building ? 

"We came to look at it and could 
see it had potential. It used to he 
a tea room during the war, then Joe 
Jenkins had it and ran a general 
store, and Jennie Broad had it 
after that. And then Jack used it 
for panel beating." 

The area consists of two blocks 
of land - the one behind the mus¬ 
eum has a bore on it and plans for 
extending the museum could easily 
be carried out when the time 
comes. 

Amazingly, for Norfolk, all of 
the renovating has been done since 
April. Kathy says that three days 
before their official opening they 
didn't have a thing in the museum. 

"It all came together like magic, " 
she says. 

"The locals have been absolutely 
marvelous in bringing in things. 

One chap comes in every couple of 
weeks with something. 

"We have bought many engravings, 
charts, and maps ourselves. 

The museum 's books come from 
everywhere. Some from America, 
Western Australia etc. " We feel 
it is a good idea to have them here 
for reference. The school children 
are free to use them here, but, of 
course, can't take them away," 
Kathy explains. 

The Davies' collection of books 
is most impressive. The most 
valuable is a set of the Birds of 
Norfolk and Lord Howe Islands put 
out by Gregory Matthes. (Incid¬ 
entally, research on the birds was 
done by Roy Bell.) The original 
work is quite beautiful and kept 
under hermetically sealed glass. 
There is also a supplement, which 
was the last publication featuring 
handcoloured lithocraphv. 

Other especially interesting books 
are one featuring arrivals and dep¬ 
artures of ships from the period of 
1788-1825 from Australia and 
Norfolk Island; another marvelous 
one of Bligh's voyage to the South 
Seas - it's the original printed in 
1792; one written by Mary Anne 
Fryer, sister of John Fryer who had 
been sailing master of the "Bounty" 
and accompanied Bligh on the 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Nov 20-Dec 18,1980 


41 









"Bounty’' launch to Timor and 
another which is the memoirs of 
Captain Peter Heywood, who was 
of the "Bounty" crew, taken back 
to be tried in England and set free. 

The glass plate negatives from 
Roy Bell which have been enlarged 
are enchanting. There are many 
more to be done but islanders 
will especially enjoy seeing them. 
In fact many have come in already 
to help identify the people in 
the photos. Another rare picture, 
by an unknown photographer, the 
women of Pitcairn on shipboard, is 
one of Kathy's favourites. It was 
featured in the London Daily News 
in 185'.. 

The Davies commissioned French 
craftsman Michel Laroche to do 
the lovely model of the "Bounty" 
launch which is on display. 

Laroche built it to the blueprint 
from Bligh's book. They have 
also commissioned him to do the 
"Bounty" as well. He does a great 
deal of work for various museums 
and is exceedingly busy - current¬ 
ly working on the Matthew flinders 
Exhibition for the Museum of 
Applied Arts and Sciences in 
Sydney. 

People who live on Norfolk are 
pleased and impressed with the 
new folk museum and are trying 
to encourage the Davies in every 
way. At first some tourists didn't 
realise that it is a private mus¬ 
eum, or that it has more than one 
room to it. 

It is full of interesting Norfolk 
things, scrimshaw, harpoons, 
sperm whale teeth, a mock-up 
kitchen, a wheel from the first 
government launch which was 
found by a diver who visited Nor¬ 
folk, and so many more truly 
Norfolk implements which show 
what pioneers the Norfolk people 
really were and that life here was 
difficult, challenging and happy. 

In front of the museum is an 
old lighter which the Davies put 
in a tender for. The Norfolk 
Island Administration said, "don't 
go to the expense of buying one. 
We'll give you one on permanent 
loan with the proviso that you put a 
plaque on it. " Philly McCoy (Hon¬ 
ey's husband) built it. It will be 
painted white and blue and a pleas¬ 
ant garden will be made around it. 


Admission to the museum is $2 
or 6 00 for youngsters under 15. It 
opens every day at 11a.m. and 
closes at 4 p. m. 


One wonders what the world would 
do without rice. To many mill¬ 
ions it is literally the staff of life 
standing between them and starvation 
and, at the same time, to us it 
is a marvelously versatile grain 
adding interest to so many dishes 
such as the one which follows. 
ORANGE RICE 

A sharp tasty rice that goes 
well with either ham or chicken. 

3 tablespoons butter 
2/3 cups celery 
2 tablespoons chopped onion 
1\ cups water 

2 tablespoons grated orange peel 
1 cup orange juice 
l£ teaspoons salt 
1 cup uncooked rice 
Melt butter in a heavy sauce¬ 
pan with a cover; add celery and 

Qrpck-Pot 

^?ecip e 

Old fashioned bean soup 

1 lb (500g) dry kidney beans, 
soaked overnight 
8 cups water 

1 lb (500g) meaty ham bones 
or ham pieces 
1 teaspoon salt 
5 whole peppercorns or 
V 2 teaspoon pepper 
Vi cup chopped celery leaves 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 bay leaf 

Put all ingredients in the 
CROCK-POT. Cover and cook on 
LOW for 10-12 hours, HIGH 5-6 
hours, but the beans must be 
presoaked. Serves 8. 

COME BUY A GENUINE MONIER 
CROCK-POT AT BIG DISCOUNT - 



onion; and cook stirring occasion¬ 
ally, until tender and light brown. 
Stir in water, orange peel and 
juice and salt; then bring to the 
boil. Add rice, cover, and steam 
over low heat for 20 to 25 min¬ 
utes, or until rice is tender. 

Serves 6. 

JIFFY COFFEE CAKE 
Here's something you can whip 
up in a few minutes as you don't 
have to cream the sugar and short¬ 
ening, it also has a quick grilled 
topping. 

11/3 cups plain flour 
4 teaspoons baking powder 

1 teaspoon salt 

11/3 cup quick cooking rolled 
oats 

Grated peel of 1 large or 2 medium 
sized oranges 

2/3 cup brown sugar, firmly packed 

2 eggs 

1 cup milk 

2/3 cup melted butter 
Topping 

1 cup brown sugar, firmly packed 

2 tablespoons melted butter 

1 cup drained crushed pineapple 

2 tablespoons each chopped 
maraschino cherries and walnut 
meats 

Sift flour, measure, then sift again 
with baking powder and salt into a 
bowl. Mix rolled oats, grated orange 
peel, and brown sugar. Beat eggs 
slightly, add milk and melted 
butter, and pour into well in centre 
of dry ingredients; stir just enough 
to moisten. Spread batter in a 
greased 9 inch square baking pan. 

Bake in hot oven 400 for 30 min¬ 
utes. 

Meanwhile, combine topping 
ingredients and spread over baked 
cake. Place cake under the griller 
for 3 minutes or until topping is 
bubbly. Serve hot. 


PETE 

JUST GOT IN SOMETHING 
VERY NEW, DIFFERENT & 
ECONOMICAL -- 
A GOOD ChRISTMAS 

GIFT SUGGESTION - 

HEATED HAIR ROLLERS 

- FIT TO THE BOTTOM 
OF YOUR IRON - 
ONLY $9.95 

FROM "PETE'S PLACE" 


The NORFOLK ISLAND NEWS / Nov 20-Dec 18,1980 


42 




















MARTIN’S AGENCIES LTD. 


I 


IMPORT/EXPORT AGENTS 

GENERAL COMMISSION AGENTS and DISTRIBUTORS WHOLESALERS ■ RETAILERS 

Agents for 

• MOBILOIL AUST. LTD. Petrol and oils 

• KARLANDER (AUST.) PTY. LIMITED Shipping 

• SOCIETE MARITIME CALEDONIENE Shipping 

• MacDONALD HAMILTON & CO. LTD. Shipping 

• GENERAL ACCIDENT GROUP (Yorkshire Insurance Co. Limited) 

• REMINGTON Shavers, Home & personal care products 

• SUZUKI MOTORS (JAPAN) Cars, trucks and motorcycles 

• BRIDGESTONE TIRES (JAPAN) Truck, car & cycle tyres 
^ MAS PORT (N.Z.) LIMITED Mowers, rotohoes, home gar dners 

• W. A. FLICK & CO. LIMITED Pest control experts 

• HOWARD ROTAVATOR PTY. LIMITED Rotavators, hoes, all 

agricultural implements 


Wholesalers/ Retailers 

REFRIGERATORS ... FREEZERS ... GAS STOVES ... 
POULTRY & STOCK FEED ... FERTILISERS ... 
BUILDING MATERIALS ... WATER TANKS ETC. 
ROOFING MATERIALS ... GUTTERINGS 


If you think we may be able to help you please ask us. We appreciate inquiries. 






AT LOW DISCOUNT^^ PRICES FROM 






















